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; To the Inhabitants of the Boro U GH of 
: Macerssriel, 


My Dran BorTHBEN, 


F H ER E Fenn you with a 
Diſcourſe on a ſubject of all poſſible impor- 
| tance to our preſent as well as eternal wel- 
fare. As it was drawn up originally for the 
pulpit, that form is ſtill retained, though it | 
has undergone many alterations and much 
enlargement. oF it affords You any profit 3055 
or entertainment, my intentions will be 
anſwered. To God's bleſſing and your 
ſerious ee I earneſtly commend i it. 


1 am, my 4 Brethren, 


Your very ſincere, | 
: And, | 
15 Allectonate Friend. 


David a. 


= 


DISCOURSE, & 


N Eccizs A8 Es E 
Vanity of vanities, ſaith the Preacher, vanity of vanities 3 
all is vanity. -— 
'Eccrs STASTES xi. . 


Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth ; and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes: 
but know thou, that for all ſe 1 God will Fug 7 
| thee into IR. 


EccrEs LAS TES xii. 13, 14. 


Let us 155 the concluſion of the whole matter : Fei Gel, 


and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty 

of man. For God ſhall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be 800d, or 
whether it be evil. 


* \H E whole race of mankind. are in | purſuit '_ 
{4% happineſs; but, generally ſpeaking, they 
: = wrong ways to obtain it. And the grand miſ- 
take ſeems to originate in not duly conſidering, and 
acting according to, the compound nature of man. 
Man, it is commonly allowed, conſiſts of a ſoul and 
a body. Theſe are very different one from the 
other. And as they are different in their natures, 


ſo their pleaſures and gratifications are alſo different. 
3 3 722 Now, : 


1 other. 


1 Va Importance 


No it we wiſh te be truly happy, we muſt 
conſult the pleaſure and gratification of both theſe 
parts of our conſtitution. The body muſt be gra- 
tified ; the ſou] mult be the ſame. But then the 
pleaſures and gratifications of the one, muſt only 
be of ſuch a kind, and in ſuch a degree, as is con- 
ſiſtent with the "PRO. and gratifications of the 


"Here then is the difficulty. And this is the 
point wherein moſt of the ſons of men fail, in their 
purſuits after real pleaſure and ſolid ſatisfaction. 

They gratify, and pleaſe, and pamper the body, 
which is the inferior and mortal part, to the neglect, 


or exchifion of the ſoul, which is the ſuperior and 
immortal, and as ad be the WOverrung Part = 


man. 
This is the « common, and, but too often, the fatal 


; miſtake of the children of Adam. They eat; they 


drink; they buy; . they ſell; they plant; they 
build; they marry and are given in marriage; 
they gratify and fulfil the deſires and inclinations 


of the fleſh and of the mind; vhile the Poor ſoul 1 


lies buried i in the ruins of its grofs companion's fall. 
All this time the fpirit within riſes, and remon- 
ſtrates, and endeavours to aſſert its own ſuperiority 
to the body; but, in general, ſo powerful are the 
cravings of appetite and paſſion, that the ſtill ſmall 
voice of conſcience cannot be heard. The eſt 
 Tuſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ; 
uncl theſe are contrary the one to the other 3 fo that e can- 
not do the things thee ye would. 


44 | | | Don't | 
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Don't you all feel this warfare, my brethren? 
Is there not a law in your members warring againſt the 
lau of your minds, and ſtrenuouſly endeavouring to 
bring you into captivity to the law of ſin and death? And 
in conſequence of this internal law, are you not 
 Jore let and handered i in running the 1 race vous is ſet before 
m__ 

Solomon has the honour of being reputed the 
wiſe of men. But notwithſtanding his extraor- 
dinary wiſdom, he was, for many years, at leaſt, 
guilty of the ſame criminal miſtake, of which we 
have been complaining. 

He ſought for happineſs in the gratification of 
the body, its appetites and paſſions, to the negle& 
of God, and religion, and the care of the ſoul; 
but happineſs, ſubſtantial happineſs, could no 
where be ſound. e | 
He tried firſt one Wag and then allies: till he 
| had run through the whole circle of worldly and 
_ carnal pleaſures; but happineſs and eaſe of mind 
Rill fled before him, and eluded his purſuit. And 


after having made all his experiments for a long 3 


ſeaſon, and to no manner of purpoſe, he ſtops and 
looks back upon what he had been doing; and this 


book of Eccleſiaſtes contains his experience. It 


may not improperly be called a ſermon. Solomon 
is the preacher. The general ſubject or̃ the diſ- 
courſe is, the inſufficiency of all worldly things for 
our happineſs. The text to the ſermon ſeems _ 
de Vanity of vanities; vanity of vanities ; all ts vanity. 
He begins his diſcourſe with ſhewing, that all 
uman courſes and purſuits are vain, and do not 


yield 


8 Vea Importance 
yield full ſatisfaction to the mind. All things, favs 
he, are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is 
not ſatisfied with ſeeing ; nor the ear filled with hearing. 
From this general aſſertion the royal preacher 
proceeds to ſhew, that wiſdom, and knowledge, 
and learning could not make him happy. N 
I the preacher was king over Iſrael in Feruſalem: and 
I gave my heart to ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdom concern- 
ing all things that are done under heaven: this ſore travail 
hath God gtven to the ſons of man to be exerciſed there- 
with, I have ſeen all the works that are done under the 
Jun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
| That which is crooked cannot be made firaight : and that | 
which is wanting cannot be numbered. I communed with 
mine own heart, be PR Lo, I am come to great tate, and 
have gotten more wiſdom than all they that have been before 
me in Feruſalem : yea, my heart had great experience of 
1 Yoon” and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know 
wiſdom, and to know Wache and folly: 1 per ceived, that 
| thts alſo i is vexation 0 ſpirit. 
Not finding reſt for his foul in the purſuits Pr 
knowledge and learning, the wiſe man deſerts them 
to try if the p- leaſures of drinking, planting, build- 
ing, mufic, and dancing could make him happy, 
and afford him that ſatisfaction which he had 
hitherto ſau ght for f in vain. I. aid i in mine heart, go 
to now, I will prove thee with mirth; 3 enjoy 
Pleaſure : and, behold, this alſo ts vanity. 1 ſaid of 
laughier, It is mad: and of mirtl, What doeth it? T fought 
in mine heart to give myſelf unto wine, yet acquainting my 
heart with wiſdom, and to lay hold on folly, ul I might 
Jee what was that 200d far: the fons of men, which they 
On 


of True Religion. e * 


ſhould do under the heaven all the days of their life I 
made me great works; I builded me houſes ; I planted me 
vineyar ds: I made me gardens and orchards, and planted 
trees in them of all kind of fruits: I made me pools of 
| water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth 
trees: I got me ſervants and maidens, and kad ſervants 
born in my houſe; alſo I had great poſſeſtons of great 
— yon cattle, above all that were in Feruſalem before 
: I gathered me alſo ſilver and gold, and the peculiar 3 
ſire of kings and of the provinces : I gat me men- 
. ingers, and women-ſingers; and the delizhts of the ſons 
f men, as muſical inſtruments, and that f all forts. So 
I was great, and increaſed more than all that were before 
me in Jeruſalem: alſo my wiſdom remained with me. And 
whatſoever mine eyes defired I bept not from them; I 
withheld not my heart from any Joy; for my heart rejoiced 
in all my labour; and this was my portion of all m y la- 
| bour. Then 1 looked on all the works that my hands had 
wrought, and on the labour that T had laboured to do; and, 
be old, all was vanity and ve exatio 071 ert, and there was 
no profit under ER: ES 
: After making many other obſ ervations upon Rana : 
lie, and human purſuits, and ſhewing how utterly _ 
Oo. inſufficient they all are to conſtitute any of us truly 


cgeafy, content and happy, the royal prea cher finiſhes 

ö his excellent ſermon by pointing out, ina ſew 
15 words, what is the ſtate, the duty, and the true 
7 intereſt of man: Let us hear the concluſion of the 

S whole matter : Fear God, and hes 7 his commandments; 
y for this ts the whole duty of man. For God Hall bring 


t il _ every work into judgment, with every ſecret 0 Ng, wie - 
tler it be good, or whether it be evil. 


4 b | | '1 hs 
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10 Vaſt Importance 
This is the fum of Solomon's experience and 
knowledge of men and things; and this is the expe- 
rience of all the world. Religion is always our laſt 
retourſe. We muſt come to it one time or other, 
or we are undone for ever, and had better never 
have been born. Nothing can ſupply its place. 
The fear, the love, the ſervice of God, can alone 
make us happy. All other things; all other pur- 
ſuits; all other pleaſures ; all other enjoyments, 
leave us reſtleſs, uneaſy, diſcontent, unbappy. 
Our great moral Poet was no ſtranger to theſe 
painful ſenſibilities of the human mind: 
% The foul uneaſy and confin'd from home, 
«© Reſts and expatiates in a world to come.“ 


Again: . 


„What nothing earthty gives, or can deſtroy, 
2 The ſoul's calm einer and the eat felt joy, 
«© Ig virtue: 8 Prize. | 


To the Carne 1 Mr. Prior: | 


Set peace ſhe brings where- ever ſhe arrives: 
She builds our quiet as ſhe forms our lives; 
« Lays the rough paths of pecviſh nature ey” = 
« And opens in each breaſt a little heav'n. 


The happineſs and importance of a religious 
character is well expreſſed by another of our bards: . 
6c 1 the proud witling argue all he can, ; 
6 Ttis religion ſtill that makes the man, 
„ "Tis this alone that ſtreaks our morning bright; 3 
& "Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night. 
«© When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few ; 


„When friends are faithleſs, or when Toes purſue ; _ . 
. „ Wh 


/ 
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«Tis this, that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart; 

„ Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart; 

« Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture rife ; 
4 Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 


When the ſtorm thickens and the thunder rolls, } / 


«© When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles ; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears aſſail; 

„For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 

And when diſeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 

When the heart ſickens, and each * is death: 

« Fen then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 

6« * Grace their laſt e nor deſert their duft.“ 


If this is the experience of Solomon, and all the 


wiſe and virtuous, whether living or dead, it may 


be reaſonable to enquire, whether you alfo, my 
| brethren, can ſet to your ſeal, that it is true? 
| Have you not been ſeeking happineſs ever fince 
you can remember? Wham you were a child you 
ſought it in play and baubles. When you became 
a man, the object indeed was changed, but the 
mode of purſuit was much the ſame: you ſought 
the coy and flying goddeſs in ſports and amuſe- 
ments; in books and learning; in women and 
Y wine; in ſecular employments and hoarding money; 
- cultivating lands or improving and encouraging 
trade and manufaQures. But, my dear brethren, : 
have ſports and amuſements ; have books and 5 
learning; have women and wine; have ſecular 
employments and hoarding money; have cultivat- 
ing lands, or improving and encouraging trade 
and manufactures; have any or all of theſe ſatisfied 
the deſires of your ſouls, and made you inwardly _ 


contented and at reſt? Father, may we not every 


one : 
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© - Vaſt Importance 


one of us, young and old, painfully take up the 
words of the royal preacher, with ſelf application, 


and ay, Vanity of vanities; vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity. Depend upon it if we don't feel this to be 
the caſe at preſent, we ſhall find it emphatically o 
by and by, when we come to languiſh with ſickneſs, 


and draw near to the chambers of death. Nothing 
but religion; nothing but the love and favour of 


God; nothing but a well-grounded aſſurance of an 


intereſt in the great ſalvation of the goſ pel, can ſup- 


port either you or me when that ſolemn time draws 
near. And in the mean ſeafon, while God permits 
us to live, and enjoy a meaſure of health, and 
ſtrength, and wordly proſperity, nothing but doing 
juſtly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God: 
nothing but actual obedience to his heaven-deſcended 
. precepts, and his love ſhed abroad in our hearts by the 5 
Holy Ghoſt given unto us, can fill the inſatiable deſires 
of our immortal ſpirits. I ſpeak this, my brethren, 
from what TI have long felt in myſelf. And if you 
will conſult the wiſeſt and beſt men that ever lived, 


you will find they are all in the ſame ſtory. A few 


iuſtances may convey a ſtronger conv iction to the 
mind than a thouſand one 


1. „Sir John Maſon, who was a privy-counſel- 


e lor both to king Henry the E. ghth and king Edward 


the Sixth, when he came to lie on his death- 
bed, called for his Cierk and his Steward, and 


« delivered his mind to them i in theſe or the like 


words: I have ſeen five princes, and been privy- 


{© counſellor to four, and have been admitted to 
© the moſt important tranſactions of ſtate for thirty 
N ** years 
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years together; and all my experience and en- 


enquiry into things have brought me to theſe 
ſolid thoughts, namely, that ſeriouſneſs is the 
greateſt wiſdom, temperance the beſt phyſic, a 
good conſcience the beſt eſtate; and were I to 
live my days over again, I would change the 
court for a cloiſter, the buſineſs of a privy-coun- 
ſellor for the retirement of an hermit, and prefer 
one hour's enjoyment of God in the chapel, be- 
fore the whole life I have lived in a palace. All 
things now korlake me but my God, my duty. 
: _ my prayers.” 
2. © The great learning of Hugo Grotius i is ac- 
knowledged with admiration. throughout the 
world. He had taken an exact ſurvey of all the 

: learning that the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin 


languages afforded, and yet, being ill, he ſent 


for the miniſter of the place, and proſeſſed him- 
ſelf to be the poor publican, ſaying, that he had 
8 nothing to truſt to but the mercy of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt; wiſhing that all the world ſaw as much 
+ reaſon for religion as he did. And notwithſtand- 
ing all the fame of his learning, and the honour | 

of his great employments, he wiſhed he could 
change conditions with John Urick, a devout and 
harmleſs poor man in his neighbourhood, No 
* conſtantly ſpent eight hours of every twenty-four 1 
Jin prayer and pious exerciſes; eight in his dail 
labour, and allowed but eight for ſleep, eating, 
and other neceſſaries. And when ſome that were 
about this great man admired his aſtoniſhing 

| induſtry and performances, he replied, Ah! 
vitam perdidi operole pb agendo.” 


— Again. Y 
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14 Vat Importance 

. Again. The celebrated Dr. Donne, a perſon 
of extraordinary parts and fpirit, taking his ſolemn 
farewel of his friends on his death-bed, left with 
them this piercing expreſſion: I ö repent of all 
my life, but that part of it 1 ſpent 1 in communion 
© with God and doing good.” — 

4. The inſufficiency of this world's enjoyments 


to conſtitute our happineſs, and the vaſt importance 
of religion, were never ſet in a more ſtriking point 
of view, than in the character of cardinal Wolſey. 


as depicted by the immortal Shakſpear: = 


a5 Farewel, a long farewel to all my oreatneſs ! 
_ £© This is the ſtate of man; To-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow e | 
And bears his bluſhing honours thick upon him : 

Abe third day, comes a froſt, a killing froſt ; 

* And—when he thinks, good eaſy man, full furely 

His greatnefs is a ripening, —nißps his root, 

5 And then he falls, as I do. I have ventur'd, 
Like little wanton boys, that ſwim on bladders, 
725 Theſe many ſummers in a lea of glory; RE. 

«© But far beyond my depth : my high-blown 8 
At length broke under me; and now has teſt me, 
« Weary, and old with ſervice, to the mercy 
"7 Of a rude ſtream, that mult for ever hide me. 

Vain pomp, and glory of this world, I hate ye; 
1 feel my heart new open'd. Oh, how wretched . 
Is that poor man, that hangs on prince's favours ! 
There is betwixt that ſmile we would aſpire to, 

That ſweet aſpeſt of princes, and our ruin, 
More pangs and fears than wars or women have; 

And, when he falls, he falls like eint 

Fe: Never to hope again,” 


Emer Gude amazedly. 


46 Why, how now, Cromwell ? 


“ Crom. I have no power to ſpeak, fir, 


« Wet, | 
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4 Wol. What, amazd 
„% At my misfortunes? Can thy ſpirit was 
A great man ſhould eſs: an _ One 
& ] am fallen indeed. 
Crom. How does your grace 7 
« Wol. Why, well: 
« Never ſo truly happy, my good Cromwell, 
& I know myſelf now; and I feel within me 
„A peace above all earthly dipnities, 
A ſtill and quiet conſcience. The king has cur'd me, 
% humbly thank his grace ; and, from theſe ſhoulders, 
„ Theſe ruin'd pillars, out of pity, taken 
A load would fink a navy, too much honour. 
„ O, tis a burden, Cromwell, tis a burden, 
Too heavy for man that hopes for heaven. 


Crom. Iam glad 92 85 grace has made um richt uſe 
66 of it. IT 
„ Mol. :PÞ hope: I have. I: am able now, methinks, | 
(Out of a fortitude of ſoul I feel) hos 
% To endure more miſeries, and greater far, 
„% Than my weak-hearted enemies 1 offer. 
« What news abroad? | 
Crom. The heavieſt, and the worſt, 5 4 
0 Is your diſpleaſure with the nt: e „ i 
„ Wol. God bleſs him! Io. 
% Crom. The next is, that ſir Thomas More is choſen 
« Lord chancellor in your place, 
„ Wol, That's ſomewhat ſudden : — _ 
% But he's a learned man. May he continue 
Long in his highneſs' favour, and do juſtice. 5 
For truth's ſake and his conſcience; that his bones, 
When he has run his courſe, and ſleeps in bleflings, 
„% May have a tomb of mots tears wept on them! : 
% What more? 5 
Crom. That Cranmer is return d with welcome 1 
% Inſtall'd lord archbiſhop of B 
„% Wal. That's news, indeed. 
Crom. Laſt, that the lady Anne, g 
6 Whom the 1 hath i in ſerrecy zan e 
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This day was viewed in open, as his queen, 
Going to chapel; and the voice is now 
*© Only about her coronatron. 
„ol. There was the went that pull a me e down : 
19 QQ Cromwell, e 
CO The king has gone beyond me: all my glories 
„In that one woman I have loſt for ever, 
„No ſun ſhall ever uſher forth mine honours, 
Or gild again the noble troops that waited 
pon my ſmiles. Go, get thee from me, Cromnell; 
«© I am a poor fall'n man, unworthy now | 
; « To be thy lord and maſter, Seek the king ; 3 
g « That ſun, I pray, may never ſet ! I have told him 
2 „What and how true thou art: he will advance thee : 
Some little memory of me will ſtir him, 
I know his noble nature, not to let 
„Thy hopeful ſervice periſh too. Good Cromwell, 
Neglect him not; make uſe now, and Provide 
« For thine own future ſaſety, OL jog 
Crom. O my lord, 
« Muſt I then leave you? Muſt I akeds forego 
«© 80 good, ſo noble, and ſo true a maſter? 
Bear witneſs, all that have not hearts of iron, 
With what a ſorrow Cromwell leaves his lord, HR 
= The king ſhall have my ſervice; but my prayers : 
For ever, and for ever, ſhall be yours. 
* ol. Cromwell, J did not think to ſhed a tear PH 
— a6: In all my miſeries; but thou haſt fore d me, 
Out of thy honeſt truth, to play the woman. 
Let's dry our eyes: And thus far hear me, Cromwell; 
And, — when I am forgotten, as I ſhall be; 
0 And ſleep 1 in dull cold marble, where no mention 
Of me more mult be heard of, ſay, I taught thee, - 
«© Say, Woltey,—that once trod the ways of glory, 
And ſounded all the depths and fhoals of honour, — 
„Found thee a way, out of his wreck, to riſe in; 
| « A ſure and ſafe one, though thy, maſter miſs' d it, 
„Mark but my fall, and that en ruin'd me. | 
« Cromwell, 1 charge thee, fling away ambition; e e 
EY 


2 


—— - 
22 - 


of True Religion. 17 


*© By that ſin fell the angels; how can man then, 
The image of his Maker, hope to win by't ? 
Love thyſelf laſt; cheriſh thoſe hearts, that hate thee ; ; 
Corruption wins not more than honeſty. — 
Still in thy right hand carrry gentle peace, 
« To filence envious tongues. Be juſt, and fear not. 
„Let all the ends, thou aim'ſt at, be thy country's, 


ccc 


Thy God's, and truth's, then if thou fall'ſt, O Cromwell ! $ 
Thou fall'ſt a bleſſed e Serve the king, „ bY 
And, —pr ythee, lead me in: = „ 2 
There, take an inventory of all T have, | | 5 = 
« To the laſt penny; 'tis the king's. My robe, #$ 


« And my integrity to heaven, is all ; 
] dare not call my,own. O Cromwell, Cromwell ! + 
Had I but ſerv'd my God with half the zeal 

«© I ſerv'd my king, he would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies. 
Crom. Good fir, have N 

ol. So I have. Farewel 5 . 

4 The Hope of court! "my hope 1 in heaven do el. 4 


{a The laſt FR) of cardinal Beaufort is more 
et ſill. . 


86-2; us, "How fares oy lord? Speak, Beauforts 1 
< thy Sovereign! _ To 
Car. If thou be ſt death, 1 lg give thee England 8 reafure, 
„Enough to purchaſe ſuch another iſland, _ 
© So thou wilt let me live, and feel no pain. 
« K. Henry. Ah, what a ſign it is of evil ſe 
When death's approach | is ſeen ſo terrible! 
„Har. Beaufort, it is thy ſovereign ſpeaks to thee. 
Car. Bring me unto my trial when you will. 
„Pye'd he not in his bed? Where ſhould he die? 
Can I make men live, whether they will or no? 
| ls Oh! torture me no more, I will confeſs. — 
4 — Alive again? then ſhew me where he is, 
I'll give a thouſand pound to look upon him. 
He hath no "O_o the duſt bath blinded them. 


5 40 — Comb 
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« — Comb down his hair; look! look! it ſtands upright. 
Like lime-twigs ſet to catch my winged fout! _ 
«© — Give me ſome drink; and bid the apothecary 
46 Bring the ſtrong poiſon that J bought of him. 
% K, Henry. O thou eternal mover of the heavens, 
Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch! 
Om, beat away the buſy meddling fend, 
« That lays ſtrong fiege unto this wretch's ſoul, 

And from his boſom purge this black deſpair! | 
„ar. See how the pangs of death do make kim grin! jd 
Sal. Diſturb him not; let him paſs peaceably. 


5 ah K. Henry. Peace to his ſoul, if God's good pleaſure be ? „ 


„ — Lord cardinal, if thou think'ſt on heaven's bliſs, ' 
Hold up thy hand, make fignal of thy hope — 
He dies, and makes no ſign ! — O God, forgive him! 
War. Ss bad a death argues a monſtrous life. 
K. Henry. Forbear to judge, for we are ſinners all. 
+ Cloſe up his eyes, and draw the curtain N 
0 And let us all to meditation.” 


6. Take wore inſtructive inſtance: That great . 


French Scholar Salmaſius, who is mentioned with 
much eſteem by the learned men of his time, after 
all his ſtudy and labour, went out of the world within 
5 this ſorrowful reflection: Oh! I have loſt a world : 
of time; of time, the moſt precious thing in the 5 
world, whereof had I but one year longer, it 


© ſhould be ſpent in David's pfalms and Paul's epiſ- 


* tles.” O Sirs,” faid he, to thoſe about him, 


mind the world leſs and God more. All the - 


© learning in the world, without piety and the true 
fear of God, is nothing worth. The fear of the 


Lord, that is wiſtom, and to depart . evil, that 
is underſtanding.” 
7. Again. You come hither,” ſaid old Richard 
Baxter to a friend, * to learn to die. I am not the 
| 5 „ | | only 
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only perſon that muſt go this way: I can aſſure 


** you, that your life, be it never ſo long, is little 
T enough to prepare for death. Have a care of 
* this vain deceitful world, and the luſts of the 


_ ** fleſh. Be ſure you chuſe God for your portion, 


heaven for your home, God's glory for your 
end, his word for your rule, and then you need 


never fear but we ſhall meet with comfort.” 


8. Take the dying declarations and advice at a 


woman. To a gentlewoman that came to ſee 
her Mrs. Houſeman ſaid—** O couſin, what a com- 
fort nov is it that I am not afraid of death! The 


blood of Chriſt cleanſeth me from all ſim. Secure 


« Chriſt for your friend; ſet not your heart on 


« things below. Riches, and honours, and what 


«4 the world calls pleaſures, are all fading, periſh- 

+ in things. O if I had thouſands ind ten thou 
| ** ſands of gold and ſilver lying by me, what 
cauld they do for me now Iam dying! There- 
fore take the advice of a dying friend that 

% withes you well. Do not ſet your affections on 
riches, or any thing here below. Get Chriſt 

++ for your friend, and then you need not be afraid 


of death. Remember death will come, whether 


_ you are ready or unready, willing or unwilling, 
in a little while. To live well is 1 * die 


* well. , 


Take alſo the advice and opinion of another 
celebrated lady who moved in one of the moſt 


elevated ranks this world admits of. She was the 


famous Madam de Maintenon, wife or miſtreſs to 
one of the kings of France. Writing to another 
B 2 lady 
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lady and adviſing her concerning her future life 


and conduct ſhe ſpeaks thus—** It is not amiſs. 


40 


ce 


ce 


for you to be ſometimes troubled in mind. It 
will make you more humble, and you will feel 


by experience, that, whatever talents you may 
have, we find no reſource within ourſelves. 
* You will never be contented, my dear daughter, 


till you love God with your whole heart; which 


I don't ſay with reſpect to the profeſſion you 


are engaged in. Solomon has long ago told 


** you, that after having ſought, and found. and 
** taſted all ſorts of pleaſures, he confeſſed, that 
beſides loving God and ſerving him, all was 
vanity. and vexation of Spirit. Oh! that I could 
give you all my experience; that I could ſhew 
you the heavineſs that preys upon the. ſpirits of 
the great, and how hard they find it to put out 
their days! Don't you ſee that I pine away 


with melancholy 1 in the midſt of a fortune that 


„one could hardly have imagined, and that no- 
thing but Gods aſſiſtance keeps me from ſinking 
under it? I have been young and handſome; 
= have taſted of pleaſures; I have been beloved 


every where; when grown. a little older, I 


| paſſed ſome years in improving my mind with 
ingenious company: I have attained to the 


higheſt favour; and I proteſt to you, that all 


| ſtations leave a frightful void, an uneaſineſs, a 
* wearineſs, a defire to know ſomething elſe, be- 


a 


cauſe in all this there is nothing that gives full 
ſatisfaction. We find no reſt till we have given 


co ourſelves to God; but it muſt be with a will 


32 
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0 


ov 


fully determined. Then we find, that there is 
„nothing farther to be ſought, that we have at- 
„ tained to that, which is the only good thing in 
„ this world. We meet with vexations, but we 
„ have at the ſame time a ſolid conſolation and 
++ peace of heart in the midſt of the greateſt af- 
5 fictions,” Letters of Madam de Maintenon, and 
other eminent perſons. 


' 10. This great king himſelf, the ! 7 Lewis, 
Tz when he came to die; for, 


„With oo impartial fate 
#6. Knocks at | the ns as the 9 25 


when he i came to die, I fay, ks mind was greatly 
changed from what it had been in his life-time, and 
he addreſſed the Dauphin in the following words: 
My ſon, you are going to be a great king ; be 
% always a good Chriſtian; | don't follow my ex- 
6 ample in regard to war; endeavour to live in | 
5 DEAES with your neighbours ; render to God 
what you owe to him; follow always the moſt 
moderate counſels; endeavour to reduce the 
8 taxes, and do that which 1 unhappily have not 
I been able to do.” — The Dauphin having with- 
drawn he ordered him to be called in again, em- 


: braced him with tears in his eyes, and added, 
e notice, my ſon, of what J have been ſaying 


| * to you, as my laſt precepts ; and let theſe coun- 
ſels fink deep into your mind. Remember that 
0 og die like other ren mia. 
5 But of all the accounts which are left us of 
SY hs ihe end of thoſe who are gone before into 
B 3 * the 
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65 c% 


ones, a very falſe one, that thoſe, who have led 
ce 


; EY 


uh 


te 


Me 


the eternal ſtate, I have ſeldom been ſo much 
ſtruck as with that the late all-accompliſhed lord 


Cheſterfield has given us of himſelf. It ſhews us, 
inconteſtibly, what a poor creature man is, not- 


withſtanding the higheſt poliſh he is capable of re- 
ceiving without the knowledge and experience of 
thoſe pleaſures which true religion yields; and 


what egregious fools ali thoſe perſons are, who 
ſquander away their precious time, in what the 
world, by a ſtrange perverſion of language, calls 
pleaſure. Take his own words: I have enjoyed 
all the pleaſures of this world, and conſequently 


cc 


know their futility, and do not regret their loſs. 
1 appraiſe them at their real value, which, in 
truth, is very low, whereas thoſe who have not 
experienced, always over-rate them. They 
only ſee their gay outſide, and are dazzled with 


© their glare; but I have been behind the ſcenes. 


"66- 


It is a common notion, and like many common 


* a life of pleaſure and buſineſs, can never be eaſy 

in retirement; whereas I am perſuaded that 
they are the only people who can, if they have 
any ſenſe, and reflection. They can look back 
% oculo irretorto (without an evil eye) upon what 
© they from knowledge deſpiſe; others have 
always a hankering after what they are not ac- 
quainted with. I look upon all that has paſſed, 5 
as one of thoſe romantic dreams that opium 

> commonly occaſions, and I do by no means de- 
ſire to repeat the nauſeous doſe, for the ſake of 


& 6 


Fo the fagitive dream. — When 1 ſay that I have 
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no regret, I do not mean that I have no re- 
morſe; for a life either of buſineſs, or, till 


more, of pleaſure, never was, and never will be, 
a ſtate of innocence. But God, who knows the 
ſtrength of human paſſions, and the weakneſs of 


human reaſon, will, it is to be hoped, rather 
mercifully pardon, than juſtly puniſh, acknow- 


ledged errors. I have been as wicked and as 
vain, though not ſo wiſe as Solomon: but am 
now at laſt wiſe enough to feel and atteſt the 
truth of his reflection, that all is vanity and vexatian 
of ſpirit. This truth is never ſufficiently diſco- | 


vered or felt by mere ſpeculation: experience 


in this caſe is neceſſary for conviction, 8 
perhaps at the expence of ſome morality.— 
.: 5 My health is always bad, though 1 
better and ſometimes worſe; and my deafneſs 
* deprives me of the comforts of ſociety, which 
other people have in their illnefſes. This, you | 

- muſt allow, is an unfortunate. latter end of my 
life, and conſequently a tireſome one; but 1 
muſt own too, that it is a ſort of balance to the 
tumultuous and imaginary pleaſures of the for- 
mer part of it. I conſider my preſent wretched _ 
old age as a juſt compenſation for the follies, not 
to ſay, ſins of my youth. At the ſame time 1 
am thankful that I feel none of thoſe torturing 


ills; which frequently attend the laſt ſtage of 


life, and I flatter myſelf that I ſhall go of 
| quietly, but I am ſure with reſignation. My 
16 ſtay in this world cannot be long: God, who 
"PIG me hens only EDOWS when he will order 
6s © me 
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cc 
one does ſee death near, let the beſt or the worſt 

c 
«« which gives us comfort, cannot make us forget, 
nor ought it, the attribute of 2 n muſt 


blend ſome fears with our hope. 


4e 


cc 


me out of it; but whenever he does, I ſhall moſt 


; willingly obey his command. I wait for it, 
* imploring the mercy of my Creator, and depre- 
cating his juſtice. 'The beſt of us net truſt to 
the former, and dread the latter. 
I think I am not afraid of my journey s end, 


44 


but will not anſwer for myſelf, when the object 
draws very near, and is very ſure. For when 


people ſay what they pleaſe, it is a ſerious con- 
ſideration. The Divine attribute of Mercy, 


« Life, is neither a burden nor a pleaſure 10 


e 


Ws me; but a certain degree of ennut neceſſarily 
e attends that neutral ſtate, which makes me very 
« 
ITY 


% however, upon the poor remainder of my life, 


I look upon it as a burden that muſt every day 
grow heavier and heavier, from the natural pro- 


b 

PE 
4 0 
THE 


4. ſhould wiſh for the end of it, but inſtinct, often 
ſtronger than reaſon, and perhaps oftener in the 


» ts right, makes me take all proper methods to put 


it off. This innate ſentiment alone makes me 


— 28 bear life with patience, for J aſſure you 1 have 
13 
ue 


14 


willing to part with it, when He who placed me : 
here, thinks fit to call me away.—When I reflect, 


greſſion of phyſical ills, the uſual companions of 
increaſing years, and my reaſon tells me that 1 


no farther hopes, but, on the contrary, many 


fears from it. None of the primitive Anacho- 
retes in the Thebais could be more detached 


from 
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from life FO I am. I conſider it as one who 
is wholly unconcerned in it, and even when J 
reflect upon what I have ſeen, what J have 
© heard, and what I have done myſelf, I can 
hardly perſuade myſelf that all that frivolous 
{© hurry and buſtle, and pleafures of the world, 


had any reality, but they ſeem to have been the 


dreams of reſtleſs nights. This philoſophy, 
* however, I thank God, neither makes me ſour 


nor melancholic; I ſee the folly and abſurdity 


of mankind, without indignation or peeviſhneſs. 


44:0 avon them wiſer, and conſequently better than 


5 they are. 4 M Miſcellaneou : Works: poſi. 
This is the life, theſe are the mortifying acknow- 


ledgements, and this is the poor ſneaking end of 
the beſt bred man of the age! Not one word about 
a Mediator! He acknowledges, indeed, his frailties ; 
but yet in ſuch a way as to extenuate his offences. 
One would ſuppoſe him to have been an old Hea- 
then Philoſopher, that had never heard of the 
name of Jeſus, rather than a penitent Chriſtian, 
whoſe life had abounded with a variety of vices. 
The account this noble Earl gives of himſelf brings 
to my mind the verſes Adrian adreſſed to his foul 


5 I his death-bed : 


10 * Anirnaila —_ indus 

«« Holpes, comeſque corporis, . 

«© Quz nunc abibis in loca 
„ Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 

Nec, ut ſoles, dabis jocos?” 


Thus 
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26 Vaſt Importance 
Thus tranſlated by 8 x: 


« Ah! fleeting ſpirit! wan 'Jring fire, 
© That long haſt warm'd my tender breaſt, 
« Muſt thou no more this frame inſpire? 
No more a pleaſing cheerful gueſt? 
& Whither, ah whither art thou flying ? 
& To what dark, undiſcover'd hore? _ 
Thou ſeem'ſt all trembling, ſhiv'ring, dying, 
And wit and humour are no more! 


12. By way of contraft to this Heatbenidh Chrif- 


tian, this deiſtical philoſopher, let us ſee how a 
real Chriſtian can die. And this I will do in a 
few extracts from the life of the Rev. Joun 


JAN EWA, formerly fellow of King's 8 College, in F 
Cambridge. : 


This excellent man died i in the twenty-fourth - 


year of his age, having only preached two fermons. 
He was eminent as a ſcholar, and for the laſt three 
| years of his life became equally ſo as a Chriſtian. 
: Hard ſtudy and application, however, brought a 
a confumption, of which he languiſhed ſome time. 
For ſeveral weeks together he was never heard to 
complain under the hand of God, or ſeen to diſ- 
cover the leaſt impatience, except his eager. defire 
to be with Chriſt, be counted complaining, and 
his haſte to be in heaven, impatience. © O the 
rare attainments! the high and divine expreſ- 
66 ſions that dropped from his mouth! I have 
not words to expreſs what a ſtrange, triumphant, : 
1 angelical frame he was in, for ſome conſider- 
* able time together. It was a very heaven upon 
"0. earth, to hear and ſee a man admiring God at 
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ſuch a rate. Thoſe that did not ſee, cannot 


well conceive, what a ſweet frame he was in, for 


at leaſt ſix weeks before he died. His ſoul was 
almoſt always filled with thoſe joys unſpeakable 
and full of glory. How oft would he cry out; 


Oh, that I could let you know what I now feel! 
Oh! that I could thew you what I ſee! Oh, 
that I could expreſs the thouſandth part of that 
{weetnefs that I now find in Chriſt! You would 
all think then well worth the while to make it 
ER... your buſineſs to be religious. Oh, my dear 
friends, we little think what Chriſt is worth upon 


a death-bed. 1 would not for a world, nay for 


millions of worlds, be now without Chriſt and 


41e 


WIE 


. 


a pardon. I would not for a world be to live 
any longer; the very wenn of a 9 of 


recovery, makes me tremble.” 


This bleſſed man went on in this elevated "IRON 
for ſeveral weeks, and a few hours before his 
death he called all his relations and brethren 
together, that he might give them one ſolemmn 
warning more; and bleſs them, and Pray for 
them, as his breath and ſtrength would give him 
leave; which he did with abundance of autho- 5 
i affection and ſpirituality. 3 7 
» Pirſt, He thanked his dear mother "ES hits = 
tender love to him, and deſired that ſhe might 
be in travel to ſee Chriſt formed in the ſouls of 
A the reſt of her children, and ſee of the travel of 
her ſoul, and meet them with joy in that great day. 
n Then he charged all his brethren and ſiſters 
«1 in n general, as they would anſwer it before God, 
1 97 85 that 
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ſouls; and be more and more exemplary in his 
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Yi 


that they ſhould: carry it dunifully to their dear 


mother. And for his eldeſt brother William 


(at whoſe houſe he lay ſick) his prayer was that 


he might be ſwallowed up of Chriſt, and love to 


life, and ſucceſsful in his miniſtry, and finiſh 


his courſe with joy. 

„His next brother's name was Andrew, a 
citizen of London, Who was with him, and faw 
him in his triumphing ſtate ; but, his neceſſary 


buſineſs calling him away, he could not then be 
by; yet he was not forgot, but he was thus 


bleſſed : The God of beivet remember my poor 
brother at London. The Lord make him truly 
rich in giving him the pearl of great price, and 
make him a fellow citizen with the ſaints, and 
of the houſhold of God; the Lord deliver him 
from the fins of that city; may the world be 
kept out of his heart, and Chriſt dwell there. 
Oh that he may be as his name 1s, aſtrong man, 
and that I may meet him with you: 


Then he called his next brother, whoſe name 


was James, whom he hoped God had made him 


«a, ſpiritual Father to; to whom he thus addreſſ- 


* ed himſelf; Brother James, I hope the Lord 
hath given thee A goodly heritage, the lines are 
fallen to thee 1 in pleaſant places: the Lord is 
thy portion. I hope the Lord hath ſhewed thee 
the worth of Chriſt. Hold on, dear Brother: 


Chriſt, Heaven and Glory are worth ſtriving 


for; the Lord give the more abundance of his 


race. 


8h Then 


| „ 


et 


e 


_ 1 


40 


( 


t 


00 


16 


3 44 


10 
01 


40 
40 
1 


10 


14 


"G6 


10 
46 


ac 


+ & 


864 


4e 


$% 


f True Religion. 29 


„Then his next Brother Abraham was called, 


to whom he ſpoke to this purpoſe; The bleſſing 


of the God of Abraham reſt upon thee; the Lord 


make thee a Father of many ſpiritual children. 
His fifth brother was Joſeph, whom he bleſſ- 


ed in this manner; Let him bleſs thee, O Jo- 
ſeph, that bleſſed him that was ſeparated from 
his brethren. O that his everlaſting arms may 
take hold on thee! It is enough, if yet thou 


may'ſt live in his fight. My heart hath been 


working towards thee, poor Joſeph : and I am 
not without hopes, that the arms of the Almighty 
will embrace thee. The God of thy Father bleſs 
* thee with the bleſſing of heaven above. 
The next was his ſiſter Mary, to whom 1 
« ſpoke thus ; Poor ſiſter Mary, thy body is weak, 
* and thy days will be filled with bitterneſs ; thy 
name is Marah; the Lord ſweeten all with his 
„ *-amace and; peace, and give thee health in r 
« ſoul. Be patient, make ſure of Chriſt, and all A 
ie el . 
+ Then his other liter. whoſe name was s Sarah; 
was called, whom he thus bleſſed; Siſter Sarah, 
thy body is ſtrong and healthſul: O that thy 
e ſoul may be ſo too! The Lord make thee firſt 
* a wiſe virgin, and then a mother in Iſrael ; 2 
pattern of modeſty, humility, and holineſs. 
Another brother, Jacob, was then called, : 
* whom he bleſſed after this manner; The Lord 
make thee an Iſraelite, in whom there is no 
guile! O that thou mayſt learn to wreftle with 
God, and like a prince, may” ſt prevail, and not 


go without a bleſſing. : 5 0 Then | 
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„% Then he prayed. for his. coutigett brother 
Benjamin, who was then but an infant; Poor 
little Benjamin! O that the Father of the fa- 


eq 


Cv 
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therleſs would take care of thee, pcor child, 


that thou, who never ſaweſt thy father upon 
earth, may'ſt ſee him with joy in heaven: The 
Lord be thy Father and portion; may'ſt thon 
prove the ſon of thy mother $ * hand, and 
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the joy of her age. 
O that none of us all may be fund among 


& that every one of us may appear, with our ho- 
.0C 


* 


and the children which thou haſt given us! Oh that 
+ we may live to God Os and live with him 
* hereafter! 

And now, my dear mathe; brethren, and 


e ſiſters, farewel; I leave you for a while, and I 


ecommend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 


6 


ritanee among all them that are ſanctified. 


And now, dear Lord, my work is done. 1 ” 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have fought the good fight; yy 
and henceforth there remaineth for me a crown of righ- 


— Nom come, dear Lord Jefus, come 3 a 


0 
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„Aether eontraſt to this calories — 
3 whe by his letters has done ſo much harm in 
the nation, may be one of the ancient Fathers 


of the church. When he was departing out of 
the world, we are told that St. Jerome addreſſed 
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the unconverted in the day of judgment! O 


noured Father and dear Mother, before Chriſt 
with joy, that they may ſay, Lord, here are we. 


which is able to build you up, and to give yau @ en inte- 
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himſelf to his friends that ſtood about him 
in the following manner: Throw oft your 


'Ty 
40 


40 


11 
10 


1 


66 


| hands, eternal in the heavens: I am going to 
put off corruption, that I may put on incorrup- 
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thou giveſt true life, thou chaſeſt fevers and 
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' mourning weeds, and ſing a pſalm of praife to 


God; for hitherto I have gone through fire and 
water, but now I am entering into my cooling 


place: O what a mighty gainful thing is death 
to me! for Chriſt with all his merits and bene- 
fits will be mine. Behold, my friends, the earthly 
* tabernacle of my houſe is going to be diſſolved, 


that I may enter into another made without 


tion: hitherto I have been a traveller, but now 


am going to my own country. I ſee the prize 
before me, for which I have been running ſa 
long: Iam come to my deſired haven: I am 
« paſſing from darkneſs to light, from poverty to 
great riches, from fighting to victory, from ſor- 


0. 


row to joy, from a temporal to an everlaſting life, 


from an offenſive dunghill to odoriferous fields. 
The life of this world is no life, but death. The 


merchandiſe of death is more precious than that 
1 


of gold and rubies. O ſweet, O comfortable 
death! certainly thou art no king of terrors, for 


wounds, and driveſt away thirſt and famine ; 


come then, my Beloved, my ſpouſe, my friend, 
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my ſiſter, ſhew me where he feeds, whom my 
ſoul doth love. Awake, my glory. Lend me 


thy hand, draw me after thee. My heart i is 


0 


ready, I will riſe and follow the perfume, I 
imel}, till thou bring me e into my father's houſe. 
= Thou 


=” 2 Importance 


Thou art lovely, my friend, come, do not tarry. 
By thee I muſt go into the garden of my Beloved, 
that I may eat of his fruit. The time is come 

for thee to have mercy on me, make haſte, fly : 

* to me, for I. am ſick of love.” 

14. I have ſeldom met with a change upon the 
human mind more ſudden and ſingular than the 
following. It is the death-bed ſcene of a clergy- = 
man who was fellow of Bennet-college in Cam- 
bridge, and brother to a great living Poet. He had 
been a ſtrict moraliſt all the former part of his life, 

and his zeal againſt the diſtinguiſhing peculiarities 
of the goſpel amounted almoſt to perſecution. 

However, when the hand of God was upon him, 

bis phariſaical pride was e and, to all ap- 


pearance, he became a new man. His brother, the 


fad Poet, attended him during Waiineſt, and wrote 
the following account, at the time, to a friend, a8 
it flowed warm from his heart. = 
March 11, 1770. I am in haſte to make von 
« partaker of my joy. O! Praiſe the Lord with 
% me, and let us exalt his name together. 1 85 
EC Yeſterday in the aſternoon my brother a.” 
©, uh denly burlt into tears, and faid with a loud cry, 
Oh, forſake me not! I went to his bedſide, 
hen he graſped my hand, and I preſently by 
lt eyes and countenance found that he was in 
prayer: then turning to me, he ſaid, O brother, 
I] am full of what I could ſay to you. I left him 
for about an hour, leſt he ſhould fatigue himſelf 5 
by too much talking; and becauſe I wanted to 
Wy + praiſe the Lord for what [ underſtood to be a 
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ed more than I have done, before you believed 
"Pig 


40 


their kind and meaſure, were directed to the 
fame end. I hope he has taught me that which 
he teaches none but his own, I hope ſo—theſe 


things were fooliſhneſs to me once, I could not 
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clear evidence of a work begun. When I re- 
turned, he faid, Brother! if I live, you and 1 
ſhall be more like one another than we have been. 
Whether I live, or not, all is well, and will be 
ſo. I know it will; for J have felt that which 
I never felt before, and I am ſure that God has 


te 


viſited me with ſickneſs, in order to teach me 
what I was too proud to learn in health. I 


never had fatisfa&ion 'till now. The doctrines 
v6.7 | 


I had been uſed to; referred me to myſelf for the 
foundation of my hope; ; and there I could find 


nothing to reſt upon. The ſheet anchor of the 
ſoul was wanting. I thought you wrong, yet. : 
wanted to believe as you did. I found myſelf 
unable to believe, yet always thought that I 


{ſhould one day be brought to do ſo. You ſuffer- 


theſe truths ; but our ſufferings, tho' difierent in 


underſtand them, but now I have Aa Told foun- 


dation and am ſatisſied. 


„Wlien I went to bid him good night he re- 


fſumed his diſcourſe, as follows: As empty, yet full, 
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as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. # 


ſee the rock of my ſalvation. I have peace my- 
elf, and if I live, I hope it will be that I may be 
a meſſenger of the lame peace to others. I have 
learned thet in a moment, which I could not 
have learned by reading many books for many 

C „„ ears. 
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7 March 12. In the evening he ſaidz "This 
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Is 
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10 


years. I have often ſtudied theſe points, and 
ſtudied them with great attention, but was 
blinded by prejudice; and unleſs He, who alone 
is worthy to unlooſe the ſeal, had opened the book 
to me, I had been blinded ſtill. Now they 
appear ſo plain; tho' I am convinced no com- 
ment could ever have made me underſtand them, 


I wonder I did not ſee them before. Yet my 
doubts and dilhculties have only ſerved to pave 

the way, and now they are ſo ſolved, they make it 
plainer. The light Ihave received comes late, but 
it is a comfort to me, that I never made the goſpel 


truths a ſubje& of ridicule: tho I was averſe to 


the perſuaſions and ways of God's people, I ever 
; thought them reſpectable, and thereforenot proper 
to be made a jeſt of. The evil I ſuffer, is the con- 

ſequence of my deſcent fromthe corrupt original 
** ſtock, and of my own tranſgreſſions; the good * 
enjoy, comes to me as the overflowing of his 
bounty. But the crown of all his mercies is this, 
that he hath given me a Saviour, and not only : 
the Saviour of mankind, but my Saviour. He 
ſaid, that the moment when he ſent forth that 


cry, was the mom ent when light was darted into 


his ſoul. 


13 bed would be a bed of miſery, and it is ſo. 


* But it is likewiſe a bed of; Joy, and it is a bed of : 
diſcipline. Werel to die this night, I know 1 
„ {ſhould be happy. This alarance.. 1 truſt, is 


114 


quite conſiſtent with the word of God; it is built 


upon a ſenſe of my own utter inſufficiency, and 


the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt. bs Brother! 


& ( 


. 


1 miſerable as 1 ſeem to be! Brother! I love to ” 


look at you. I ſee now hs was right and who 


„ was miſtaken. But it ſeems wonderful that al- 
moſt a miracle {ſhould be neceſſary to enforce. 
that which appears ſo very plain. 1 wiſh myſelf 
at Oulney ; you have a good river there, better 


is paſſing before me! Ideas upon theſe ſubjects 
crowd taſter upon me than I can give them 
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« Brother! I have been building my glory upon 
a ſandy foundation. I have laboured night and 
day to perfect myſelf in things of no profit. I 
have ſacrificed health to theſe purſuits, and am 


now ſuffering the conſequences. But how con- 


KAY 


temptible do the writers I once ſo highly valued, 


appear to me now! Yea, doubtleſs, and I account 
all things loſs and dung for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord. J muſt now go to 


a new ſchool; I have many things to learn. * 
ſucceeded in my former purſuits. I wanted to 


be highly applauded, and I was ſo. I was flat- 
tered up to the height of my wiſhes. Now * 
muſt learn a new leſſon. 


„ March 1 3, in the morning: God! 18 very ot 
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” to me - T have had a charming night; I hope IHhall * 
recover; theſe ſweats have been my cure; they 
are not the effect of medicine, they are the finger . 


5 


of God. I ſee it, and hope I am thankful for it. 


But my deſire of recovery extends no farther than 
95 my hope of uſefulneſs; unleſs I live to be an in- 


ſtrument of g90d to others, it were better for me : 
to die now. What comfort I have in this bed, 


than all the rivers of Damaſcus. What a ſcene _ 
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years. I have often ſtudied theſe points, and 


ſtudied them with great attention, but was 
| blinded by prejudice ; - and unleſs He, who alone 
is worthy to unlooſe the ſeal, had opened the book 


to me, I had been blinded ſtill. Now they 


appear ſo plain; tho I am convinced no com- 
ment could ever have made meunderſtand them, 
I wonder I did not ſee them before. Yet my 

*. doubts and dilficulties have only ſerved to pave _ 
the way, and now they are ſo ſolved, they make it 


plainer. The light Thave received comes late, but 


it is a comfort to me, that I never made the goſpel 
© truths a ſubje& of ridicule: 


tho' I was averſe to 


the perſuaſions and ways of God's people, I ever 
thougltt them reſpectable, and therefore not proper 
to be made a jeſt of. The evil I ſuffer, is the con- 
ſequence of my deſcent from the corrupt original 
ſtock, and of my own tranſgreſſions; the good I 
enjoy, comes to me as the overflowing of B 


bounty. But the crown of all his mercies is this, 


that he hath given me a Saviour, and not only | 
the Saviour of mankind, but my Saviour. He 


ſaid, that the moment when he ſent forth: that 


his ſoul. 


cry, was the moment when Wah was darted into 


e 


Bo 8 12. In the evening be ſaid: This 
5 bed would be a bed of miſery, and it is ſo. 
But it is likewiſe a bed of joy, and it is a bed of 
diſcipline. Were! to die this night, I know 1 
{hould be happy. This ee * truſt, 8 
ie quite conſiſtent with the word of God; it is built 
upon a ſenſe of my own utter inſufficiency, and 


the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt. 


© Brother! 
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© ſucceeded in my former purſuits. I wanted to 
be highly applauded, and I was ſo. I was flat- 
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© Brother! I have been building my glory upon 
a ſandy foundation. I have laboured night and 


day to perfect myſelf in things of no profit. 1 


8 


have ſacrificed health to theſe purſuits, and am 
now ſuffering the conſequences. But how con- 


N temptible do the writers I once ſo highly valued, 
appear to me now! Yea, doubtleſs, and I account 


all things loſs and dung for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord. T muſt now go to 


a new ſchool; I have many things to learn. I 


tered up to the height of my withes. Now 1 


muſt learn a new leſſon. 


March 1 3, in the morning: God is very 0 | 
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to me; I have had a charming night; I hope I Hall 
recover; theſe ſweats have been my cure; they 
are not the effect of medicine, they are the finger 
of God. I ſee it, and hope 1 am thankful for it. 
But my deſi re of recovery extends no farther than 
my hope of uſefulneſs; unleſs I live to be an in- 
ſtrument of good to others, it were better for me 
to die now. What comfort I have in this bed, 


15 miſerable as I ſeem to be! Brother! 1 love to 


141 


look at you. I ſee now who was right and who 
was miſtaken. But it ſeems wonderful that al- 


moſt a miracle {hould be neceſſary to enforce 
that which appears ſo very plain. 1 wiſh myſelf 
at Oulney ; you have a good river there, better 


1 than all the rivers of Damaſcus. What a ſcene 


3 


is paſſing before me! Ideas upon theſe ſubjects 


crowd taſter upon me than J can give them 


C 5 e utter- 
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utterance. How plain do many texts appear, 
to which I could hardly once allix a meaning, 


after conſulting all the commentators, and now | 
they are as clear as the day without any comment 


Lat all. There is but one key to the New Teſta- 


ment; there is but one interpreter. I cannot 


deſcribe to you, nor ever ſhall beable to deſcribe 


what I felt in the moment he gave it to me. I 


| ſhudder to think of the danger I have juſt 


eſcaped. I had made up my mind on theſe ſub- 
jects; and was. determined to hazard all upon 


the juſtneſs of my own opinions. 


© Yeſterday's letter brought me as follows: The = 


ſweats which ſeemed ſo favourable at firſt to my 
© brother's recovery, have at laſt greatly lowered : 
him both in ſtrength and ſpirits, ſo that it is 
found neceſſary to check them. He is fo weak 


he can hardly move a limb. His difficulty 0 


breathing is returned; yet the clearneſs of his 
views remains, even tho' he is delirious at. 


times. Laſt nicht he ſpoke as follows. There is 
* more joy over one ſinner that repenteth, than over ninety 


end nine juſt perſons that need no repentance. That 


text has been ſadly miſunderſtood : where is that 
Juſt perſon to be found? Alas! what muſt have 
become of me, if I had died this day ſeven- 


night? What ſhould I have had to plead? My 


own righteouſneſs? That would have been f 
great ſervice to me to be ſure. Well; whitherthen? 


To the mercy of God? But I had no reaſon to 


hope tor that, except upon ſcriptural grounds. 


Well; whi ther next? Why, to the mountains to 
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cover us, and to the rocks to fall upon us. I am not 
duly thankful for the mercy I have received. 
Perhaps I may aſcribe ſome part of my inſenſi- 
bility to my great weakneſs of body. I hope at 
leaſt that if I was in better health, it would be 
better with me in theſe reſpects alſo. 
le is indeed exceedingly weak, and complains 
a little that his underſtanding fails him. His 
700 ſpeech is like that of aninfant, and it is not poſſi- 
ble that he ſhould be laid much lower than he is. 
He faid juſt now; I have been proud, I have 
been vain of my underſtanding, and of my ac- 

* quirements in this place: and now God has 
made me little better than an idiot; as much as 
to ſay, Now be proud if you can. And again he 
_ ** faid; While J have any ſenſes leſt, my thoughts 
vill be poured out in the praiſes of God. I have 
Nan intereſt in Chriſt, in his blood and ſufferings, 

Anand my fins are forgiven me. Have I not cauſe. 

; "4:29 praiſe him? When my underflatiding fails 
me quite; as I think it will ſoon, then he will 
is conſider my weakneſs.” —_ = 
15. The next advice I would lay 1 you, my 5 

brethren, is contained in a letter from the Earl of 

Mirandola and Concordia to his nephew, then an 

officer in the army ofthe emperor, Charles the Fifth. 

Ibis Earl was eſteemed the moſt beautiful perſon 

of that age, and a man of the moſt exalted genius. 
He quitted all his great employments in the im- 

perial court, and died in the flower of his age, about 
the year 1494- It 8 wortny of our moſt ſerious 
attention. 
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„ Dear NE PRE, 


That you are ſurrounded with tempta- 
tions to do evil, and to violate the rules of piety 
you have laid down for the conduct of your life, 
ought neither to be the ſubje& of your wonder, 
your grief, or your fear: for how much greater 


would the wonder be, if to you the way to hea- 
ven was broad and eaſy, when all mankind have 
found it narrow, and a paſſage, not to be gained | 
without much labour and difficulty? Can you 
imagine that there are now no more allurements 
in the world, no ſpiritual enemies to encounter, 5 
or no carnal affections to overcome? 
But St. James ſays, Rejoice when you fall 3 into 


divers temptations, and very juſtly too; for where 


is the hope of glory, if there is no victory? Or 
how can there be a victory, when there is no- 
thing to conquer? Tell me, my dear nephew, 5 
if any of the things of this world are to be ob- 
tained without firſt enen much labour, and 


many difficulties? 


„The merchant, if he after a ten years voyage 


can increaſe his eſtate, repines at none of the 
many difficulties and dangers he has paſſed i 


through. I ſhall not mention to you the perils 
of a ſoldier's life; experience has ſuthciently 
inſtructed you in them. 


How great is the trouble, how many the 
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i anxieties which ſurround the way to the favour 


of princes, in the gaining friends, and 0 
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6 Theſe I can better learn of you, than tell 


you; for I am content within my books, and 1 


have endeavoured to retire within myſelf, and 


farther than this, I do not aim or aſpire. 


„Shall we then labour with ſo much eagerneſs 
after the uncertain fading things of this life, 
which are common both to us and brutes? = 

And ſhall we take ſo little pains to obtain an 
eternal inheritance, infinitely above all that eye 


ever ſaw, or ear heard, or ever entered into the heart of 


man to concetve ? 


Why are we thus unwillingly drawn to the 


long and ſervice of the Almighty; as if God | 
needed us, or that the inhabitants of the hea- 
venly manſions could not be happy without us? 


Indeed, if earthly happineſs could be obtained = 


without any pains of ours, would any chuſe 
this rather than the favour and be of the 
Almighty? ?: 
But if the way of the ne is not leſs, nay 
more uneaſy than the paths of righteouſneſs, is 
it not the height of madneſs not to follow that 
which leads to the rewards of our labours, rather 
than that wherein only the puniſhment of them 
is to be found? © © : 
LI omit the peace and ſelicity of a conſcience 


void of offence towards God and man, which is 


certainly the greateſt pleaſure we are capable of 5 
enjoying in this life. 
* What can there be deſirable in the aleaſures 


of the world, which tire us in their purſuit, infa- 


tuate us in their enjoyment, and torment us by 
their loſs * | 8 6h: Can 
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Can you doubt that the minds of the wicked 


are agitated with perpetual diſquietudes, when 
the word of God, and the experience of all ages 


aſſure us, that the wicked are like the troubled ſea, 
never at reſt? 

Are theſe then the Sade u we are to envy? 
Are theſe they we are to emulate? And being 
forgetful of our immortal ſouls, and our duty to 
our heavenly Father, ſhall we chuſe to live with 


them wickedlv, to die miſerably, and to be tor- 
mented hereafter in unquenchable flames? 


* You meet, no doubt, continually with innu- 


merable impediments, in runningthat race which 


leads to the prize of eternal bliſs; and which with- ö 
ont great care will hardly be ſurmounted. | 


But amongſt all theſe the moſt deſtructive peſt 


is the lives and converſations of thoſe, who, un- 
der the prince of darkneſs, their ruler, are wholly "4 
employed in ridiculing and deſtroying all prin- 


55 ciples of religion and virtue, fighting under the 


banner of death and hell, againſt God and his 
Che; - -- 
But do you cry out with the . 15 us. 
break their bonds aſunder, and caſt their cords from 


us ; for theſe are thoſe whom God hath given up 


to ignominy and 2 reprobate life, that they may 
do thoſe things which are not convenient, full of all 
iniquity, full of envy, adulteries, uncleanneſs, 
* deceit, haters of God, proud, without natural 
affeclion, friendſhip or piety ; who though they 


ſee the juitice of God daily, yet conſider not that 


i they who do fuch things are e worthy of death, 


15 and 
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and not only they, but ſuch as . to thoſe 
that do them. 


Conform not yourſelf it 1 to thoſe that 
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deſpiſe and neglect religion; but always remem- 
ber what the apoſtle faith, It is better to pleaſe God 
than man; and that if I pleaſe men, I am not the 4 


of Chriſt. 


When 1 conſider theſe men, I do not + know. 


66 


ET 


v6 
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©* whether to wonder at their folly, or deplore their 


condition. 


Certainly it is the height of mad- 
neſs not to believe the goſpel, the truth of which 


the blood of martyrs hath teſtified, the apoſtles 


+ have preached, miracles proved, reaſon confirm- 


50 
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* ed, the elements declared, and the devils con- 
feſſed. 1 
But far greater 18 that madneſs, if not . 


ol the truth of the goſpel, we live as if we were 
8 ſatisfied of the falſeneſs of it. 


If it is true that a 
covetous man ſhall not enter the kingdom of 


heaven, why are we ſo anxiouſly heaping up 
„ riches? If it is true, that we are to ſeek glory 
from God and not from men, why are we ſo ſo- 


licitous for their applauſe? What ſhall I fay a 


more? There are indeed many that are called 


FF Chriſtians, but few are ſo in reality. 
Do you: endeavour to enter in at the rait 


S006 © 


5 


ED . 


5 
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gate, and not regard what others do, but what 
ought to be done. 
« For neither will your glory be leſs. if you are 5 
happy with a ſew, nor your puniſhment leſſened 

DF. the multitude of lellow-ſufferers. „„ 
Trfhere 
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© There are two remedies againſt the allurements 
£6 


of the world and the devil, which may be always 


_ preſent with you, namely, charity and prayer; 


for what can we do without the aſſiſtance of God, 
or how will he aſſiſt us uninvoked, and in- 


voked how will he hear us, who regard not the 
cries of the needy? It is written, With what 


meaſure thou meteſt, it ſhall. be OE. to thee 
again: | 


When I exhiort you to prayer, I do not mean 
1 


ry prayers, but thoſe that come from the ſecrets 
of the heart, which are only acceptable to God. 


. Be not concerned how long, but how ardent 


Ch 


40 


40 


<< 


ct 


re 


deemer; not with the lips only, but with all 
the affedtions of your ſoul. Cry out with the 
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your prayer is, rather N we bels than 
continued. 

* If you deſire to be pleaſing to God, xt te © 
for ever happy, letnoday paſs without approach- 


ing the throne of God, by humble prayer, 


through the interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus our Re- 


4 royal prophet, Remember not the » ſins of my youth, 


but according to thy Mercy remember me for thy good- 8 


01 neſs ſake, C Lord. 


« make it my kuinble requeſt to you, that you 


would not fail to read the holy ſcriptures night 


at. 


and morning with great attention; for as it is 
our duty to meditate upon the law of God day 
and night, ſo nothing can be more uſeful. 


% For chere is in the holy ſcriptures a celeſtial 


and efficacious power, inflaming the ſoul with the 
divine fear and love. uy 


40 1 
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he. Laſtly, you ſh ould never forget that the Son 
* of God died for you, and that this life is of a 
very ſhort continuance; with theſe two ſpurs, 
the one of fear, the other of love, haſten through 
this your ſhort ſtage of momentary and uncertain 
life, to the rewards of an eternal bliſs,” 1 ER 
But why need we look to diſtant times and 
laces for perſons to inform us of the vanity of the 
world, and to adviſe us bow to live {o as we may die 
well and comfortably? Have we not many among 
ourſelves equally as capable of pointing out the way 
to glory, honour, and immortality? Are not our 
friends and neighbours dying on all hands of us, 
and every now and then giving thoſe that approach 
them the moſt ſolemn warnings, as well as ſetting 
*- 0s An example how to follow their ſleps? Twill 


& 
66 


40 


3 mention two or three. 


16. Mr. Samuel Roe we were all acquainted 


5 with, and well know, that, with a thouſand amiable 


qualities, he was a man of pleaſure. But when 
the hand of God was upon him, his views of things 


were entirely changed. Oh,” faid he to his 


brother, © I wiſh I had conſidered the things that 
+ make for my peace ſooner! I have not Se HEY | 

ed my time as I wiſh I had done.” And when 
his father, trying to divert him, mentioned the balls 
and aſſemblies then beginning at Macclesfield, he 
fad, _ THEY: will ſee the folly of thoſe things by 
me and by.“ 
. „Take another teſtimony of a fi milar Lind: I 
It was on the 31ſt of Auguſt, 1774, when it pleaſed 
God to give me a child by my late moſt amiable | 

and loving of wives, alter we had been married about 
| fiſteen 
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fifteen months. On the 16th of September follow- 
ing, the ſame all-wiſe Being thought proper to take 
| her to himſelf. Two days before ſhe died ſhe ſent _ 
for the late Miſs Roes (Mary and Frances) and 
| talked to them in a very kind and affecting manner. 
The account of this interview will be beſt expreſſed 
in Miſs Roe's dwn words found among her papers 
after her deceaſe: * Mrs. Simpſon is dangerouſly 
„ill. She ſeems to think ſhe ſhall die, and is 
85 quite reſigned to the will of God. She ſent for 
my ſiſter Fanny and me laſt night to go up ſtairs 


10 her, and ſhe talked to us in a very affecting 5 
manner. The kind and good advice ſhe gave us 


hope in God Iſhall never forget, and that her laſt 
words will be impreſſed on my mind as long as 
I live. My dear Miſs Polly and Fanny, faid 


| + ſhe, you ſee me very much altered from what I 
e little time ago. Then taking hold on each 
of our hands, and looking at us with great ten- 


derneſs, the exhorted us to labour earneſtly for 


. an intereſt in Chriſt, and not to ſet our affections 


d on pleaſures, or on any thing in this world; for 
they would never afford us any real comfort and 


ſatisfaction when we come to lie in her ſituation. 


Be zealous, ſaid ſhe, to obtain the favour of God. 


and I hope we ſhall meet again in heaven, She 


then took leave of us, and prayed God to be with = 
us both and bleſs 1 us. Her converſation affected 
e me very much.“ 5 | 
Milton's exquiſite copy of verſes dona virtuous 1 
young lady” was ſeldom more applicable than ta 
this excellent woman for ſeveral years before the 


was married. | 
60 Lady, 
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Lady, that in the prime of earlieſt youth 
« Wiſely haſt ſhun'd the broad way and the green, 
4% And with thoſe few art erninently ſeen, 
6 That labor up the hill of heav'nly truth, 
„ The better part with Mary and with Ruth 
1 Choſen thou haſt; and they that overween, 
« And at thy growing virtues fret their ſpleen, 
No anger find in thee, but pity and ruth. 
„Thy care is fix d, and zealouſly attends 
« To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 
And hope, that reaps not ſhame. Therefore be fure 
Thou, when the bridegroom with his feaſtful friends 
Paſſes to bliſs at the mid hour of night, 
„ Haſt gain'd thy entrance, Virgin wiſe and pure. 


18. This ſame Miſs Roe, who ſpeaks ſo feeling- 


ly of the advice of her dying friend, is now her- 
ſelf no more. A ſhort review of her character is 


not inconſiſtent with the general deſign of this dit- 
cure, and may be acceptable to her friends, and 


_ uſeful to the riſing generation. 


It will be allowed then, that her external appear- | 
ance was amiable and pleaſing. There was a mo- 


deſty, a diffidence, and a ſoktnels 1 in her manner, 


which gained the good will of thoſe with whom 
the converſed. Silent and unoſtent atious, her 
virtues were in a good degree unknown to any 
but thoſe with whom lhe was intimately acquainted. 
Veracity, delicacy, ſincerity, candour, integrity, 
generolity, meekneſs, patience, humility, for- 
titude, filial duty, cneertulnels of diſpoſition; 
theſe, and ſuch as theſe, were Jae very 


conſpicuous 1 1 her characler, 


to tho! e Who knew 


her beſt. And, for ſeveral years before the. died, 
55 but more eſpecially during her Jalt illneſs, which 
was Of ſeveral months continuance, ſhe diſcovered _ 


great. 
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great anxiety for the ſalvation of her ſoul; great 
tenderneſs of conſcience; much regard to the ho- 


nour of God, and affeQion to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


great love to prayer and the word of God. The 
book of Pſalms was peculiarly ſweet and precious 


to her. "The filty firſt and hundred and third 


plalms, with that hymn which begins; "Be 


4 Teſu, lover of my ſoul, | 
Vet me to thy boſom fly, 


were her great favourites. She often, during her 


illneſs, deſired they might be read to her, and ex- 
preſſed much pleaſure and ſatisfaction in them. 


And, Or: (would the frequently ſay) © if the : 


bi Lord would be pleaſed to ſpare me, I would de- 


« vote my whole life more to his ſervice. I might _ 
% have done more good, and I might have been 5 
more holy.” — Her ſoul breathed much and ar- 


: dently after the full aſſurance of faith. But then” 
(would ſhe interrupt herſelf); «Tam ſo unworthy; 


<T am ſo unworthy.” But though her friends 
could have no reaſonable doubt of the ſafety of her 


ſtate, yet they could not help wiſhing and praying, 


that ſhe might feel more comfortable in her ſoul, 
and have greater confidence towards God. And 
that kind Being. Who is ever attentive to the 


Prayers of his ſervants, was graciouſly pleaſed to 


give them even this ſatis faction. Oh! (ſaid 
the, with an emphaſis 5 not to be K anda 
vivacity in the eye ſuch as I never beheld, juſt be- 
fore ſhe. expired) I I could but tell you! but 


«© you ſee I cannot ſpeak! but bleſſed be God! — 


85 bleſs his name!“ 


I hall 


1 
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T ſhall ſay nothing here of her charitable legacies: 
they will ſpeak for themſelves: her works will praiſe 


her in the gate: and I mean to notice them in ano- 


ther place. 


Let my young female friends pardon me if 1 


N ell a little longer on this amiable character, and 
recommend all the leading traits of it to their le- 
dulous imitation. 


Poſſeſſed of an handſome fortune, tbe Sled 


| herſelf thoſe pleaſures of life, which moſt others of _ 


her age and circumſtance purſue withavidity ; devot- 


ing her leiſure hours to the improvement of her 
a and the cultivation of private virtue. With- 
out being ſingularly attached to any ſect and party 
in religion whatever, the friend and well-wiſher of 


all that loved and feared God. Patient, modeſt, 
humble, and charitable to the extent of her fortune, 


while ſhe lived; and vigorouſly thoughtful ſor the 
5 temporal and eternal welfare of diſtant nations, 
and ages yet unborn, when the died. May our 
lives be as innocent and uſeful. as her's, and our 


hope at death as full of immortality ! 


Among the papers of this excellent woman were 
1 found ſeveral of her own compoſi itions, both in 
| verſe and proſe. They all diſcover a pious turn of 
mind, and do her much credit both as a chriſtian, 
and as a perſon. of a raiſed and noble way of think- 5 
| ing. Two or three of them will be acceptable to 1 
her friends. CE, 1 i 
The following copy of cables had been written 
ſeveral. years; I rather think, during the time the 5 


and her aſter were in France. 
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O Lord my God, thou great Supreme, 
Sovereign of all things here below ! 
„What thou decre'ſt is juſt and right; 
And that is all we need to know. 
5 Shall we pretend to ſcan thy ways? 
% Forbid it, Heav'n ! 'tis not our place. 
In all things may we thee adore ; 
And humbly own thy truth and grace. 
„Though we can't ſee through thy deſigns, 
« Yet what thou doſt permit orſend; _ 
« Of this we're ſure, 'tis all for good, 
„And muſt be done for ſome wiſe end. 
© Submit to God then, O my ſoul, 
« His ſervice be thy chief employ ; 
He, in due time, will comfort thee, 
N And crown thee with immortal oy.” N 


The following letters v were written to her iger 5 
4 Fanny when ſhe was confined with the illneſs of 
whichſhe died. Fanny being very dull of hearing, 
her ſiſter took this method of comforting her under _ 
the Tons of of nature. 


L. E T T E R TE 
« Dran $r5728, 


I am anxious for your ſoivitual com- 
fort, and that as your outward man decayeth your in- 
ward man may grow day by day. O look to Him 
who will comfort you in all your affliction. He 
does not willingly grieve the ſons of men, and will lay 
no more upon them, than he will enable them to bear. | 


In all our troubles he is afflicted. He bottles every 


"mY tear, 


* 
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This love will make hard things eaſy, rough 
things ſmooth, and crooked paths ſtraight. This 
love will bear you up under every difficulty. It 
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tear, hears every cry, and notes down every 
gracious complaint. And what encouragement 
then have you to look up unto this merciful 
High-Prieſt? O view him as crucified before 
you! See his hands and his feet; put your hands 
into his very ſide, and be not faithleſs but believing. 


All he ſuffered was for thee, for thy fins, to heal 


thy griefs. O let the love of Jeſus, ſo great, ſo 


amazing, conſtrain you to love him again. 


5 


Strive, my dear, till you feel this love carrying 
you above the love of life, or fear of death. 


will enable you to rejoice in tribulation, and 


in patience to poſſeſs your ſoul, during whatever 
++ the Lord may lay upon you. May his ſweet 
peace reſt upon you. May he make your bed 
in your ſickneſs; and underneath you, and 


66. 


around you, lay his everlaſting arms. May you 


have reaſon to bleſs God through eternity for 
| this affliction, and be enabled to fay, 


« Good when he gives, newly good, 
Nor leſs when he denies: _ 

„ Fen croſſes from his ſovereign band 
. Are bleſlinge in diſguiſe. 


I do pray for you, and carry your burdens before | 


A | throne of mercy. | 


C 
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4 


LETTER II. 


8 My Dear ITY 


] am much grieved to ſee your diſorder 
gain ſo ſenſibly upon you; but hope Divine 
goodneſs will ſupport you under all. It matters 


not how foon we leave this wilderneſs, when we 
experience that love which will make death and 

* eternity have a pleaſing aſpet. The weak 
| Chriſtian, indeed, may fear paſſing through the 
dark valley of the ſhadow of death: but when he 
enters it, it ſhall appear what it really! is, a ſhla- 
dow. We often feel a thouſand deaths in fear- 
ing one; and God for wiſe purpoſes hath plant- 
ed in us ſuch a dread of diſſolution, that nothing 


but a ſtr ony faith and fervent love can ever over- 


come it. Though our ſtate may be ever ſo ſafe, 


and we are certain it is ſo, yet this fear will fre- 


quently ariſe in our minds, when we look down 
into the eternal world: juſt as a man's fears ariſe 
„ when he is on the top of an high pinnacle, 5 
: though he is chaſed on and knows that he is ſafe. 
But the Lord can give you that grace and love. 
1 which will make you long to be diſſolved and to 
be with Chriſt. O pray for this life and power di- : 
vine. Pray, 0 pray, that in death you may = 
* {hew forth his praiſe. _ 
„The Lord bleſs yon. Only look to him, and 
he will be more unto you than all your fears. 
+ You are much impreſſed on my mind, and I 


„ 


ceaſe not night and day to beſeech and entreat | 
the Lord « on your behalf.” 


LETTER 


«+ ſays the Lord, thou worm Jacob; I will ſtrengthen = 
thee, yea, 1 FT will uphold thee, by the right hand of 

my righteouſneſs. Caſt your care upon him who 
careth for you. Look to him every moment 
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BY Dran 81S TER, 


I am anxious for your happineſs, and 


have therefore ſent you a ſweet encouraging 
book; in which I would have you read a little 
at a time. It has been made a bleſſing to many 
in your. ſituation, and I truſt will be ſo to you. 
O look up now, and the Lord will ſave you. 
He ſtands at the door and knocks; open your | 
heart to receive him: cry, 


0 Pee in, come in, thou heavy nly gueſts e 
Nor hence again remove; | 
„But ſup with me, and let the ſeaſt 
"40" Ye nan love. 


Greater is he that i is in you « (that 3 is, the Spirit of 


God) than he that is in the world (that is, the devil) 
- ſays our Lord. And again, T here is no temptation 
happens unto you but what is common to man. Satan 


can only tempt and diſtreſs us; he can do us 
no real harm, if we don't give way. Fear not, 


to encreaſe your faith, and to eſtabliſh you 


in love. Let the world fear death, but not 
the Chriſtian. It is but a door to let 


them into eternity. There will be no pain; no 


Wy. 


fear; no temptation. T: here the weary are at reſt. 


VV bh; + There 
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„There we ſhall meet our dear parents and be- 
loved brothers. And there we {hall ſee Jeſus! 
Happy, happy place! May my ſoul long more 
to be there! I am in haſte. May the peace 
% of the Lord be with you. May Jeſus make your 
bed in your 1 tchneſs, and wipe away all your tears. 
_* Truſt him, my dear, and he will not forſake you 
when ſtrength and heart fail. Allhis corrections 
are in much love.“ 
19. The late Mrs. Gould, it is well known by 
all her friends, ſaw the great realties of another 
world, for ſeveral of the laſt weeks of her life, 
with very different eyes to what the had done be- 
fore ſhe was ſeized with illneſs. Oh, what grief 
and ſorrow for ſin did ſhe diſcover? Oh, what 
zeal! what longings after pardon! what deſire 
for ſalvation! what contempt of the world! what 
love to the word of God! what affection to the 
people of God! what delight in prayer! what | 
breathings after divine influence! what patient 
waiting for the ſun of richteouſneſs to ariſe! The 
experience of David was literally her's: I waited | 


Patientiy for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard 


my cry. He brought me up alſo out of an horrible = 


out of the miry day, and ſet my feet upon. a rock, and 
eftabliſhe 4 my goings. And he hath put a new ſong i in my 
mouth, even praiſe unto. our God. Ps. 40. 1, 2, 3. 


Indeed the ſeemed, in the full and proper ſenſe of 4 
the words, a New Creature. Oh!“ faid ſhe to 


thoſe about her, I ſee my paſt folly, and if God 5 


„ ſhould think proper to ſpare me a little while 


y longer, and reſtore 1 me to health, which indeed 


5 1 don t 
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* I don't expect, I will devote all my time, and 
05 thoughts, and endeavours, to the ſervice of God 
Hand the care of my ſoul. Neither friends nor 
*«« foes, neither men nor devils {hall prevent me!” 
And when ſhe came within a few days of her diſſolu- 
tion, O, it was great and ſolemn all! She ſeemed 
to ripen for glory with uncommon rapidity; and 
ſhe died at laſt with all the fortitude and magnani- 
mity of one of the firſt heroines of Chriſtianity! 
And now what ſhall we ſay to all theſe reaſon- 
ings, and to this cloud of witneſſes in favour of 
that old, neglected, and deſpiſed thing called Reli- 
gion? Abundance of our fellow-creatures, in all 
ages, have tried the pleaſures of fin, and the hap- 
pineſs this world affordeth, and they all at laſt 
have been of Solomon's e Vanity of vanities: 
vanity of vanities; all is vanity ! — — Oh, what a fool 
e have L been!” ſays one. I have ruined my 
4 ſelf merrily!“ ſays another. * Oh, that : & .* ©. 
my time to begin again!” ays a third. Oh. 
that God would ſpare me a little longer!“ ſays 
a fourth. I'Il give you half my fortune if you 
"66 we prolong my time ſix months!” ſays a fifth. 
BY. Oh, that God would grant me twelve months 
more, it ſhould all be ſpent in David's Pſalms 
and Paul's Epiſtles!” ſays a ſixth. © I have 
*« ſpent my life, alas, in a laborious doing of no- 
thing!“ ſays a ſeventh. I am going 46 Gke an 
© eternal leap in the dark!” ſays an eighth. God 
be merciful unto me, ” ſays a ninth, for I don't 
„know whether I am going to heaven or hell!” 
And. a tenth adds, + Trouble not t yourſelves about 
D a. The 
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the matter; never fear; if there is a God (which 
I much queſtion) I make no doubt but we ſhall 
* all fare in the next ſtate as well as in this,”—** It 
is a matter of indifference to me whether I go to 
heaven or hell, if there be only brandy and rum 
enough!“ ſays a eleventh. 
Thus poor mortals go on ſporting themſelves 
with their own deceivings! We all readily ſee 
that careleſsneſs, negligence, or unſkilfulneſs in 
buſineſs will ruin us in our temporal affairs, and 
clothe us and our families with rags; and yet ſuch 
is the folly of many of us, that we conclude a man 
may be careleſs, and negligent, and unſkilful, in 
the great buſineſs and concern of falvation, and 


; 
\ 


66 


pyet no harm ſhall happen to him! 


But, bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifrael, ugh 
abundance of our fellow-creatures are thus ſtrangely 
_ infatuated, yet there are alſo many others, who, 
having ſought happineſs i in vain and to no purpoſe 
in the world, and the things of the world, and in 
the pleaſures of fin, have turned to God, and fought _ : 
| happineſs in religion and the ways of godlineſs; Þ 


and they all with one conlent, and without 407 
| exception, declare, N 


«6 "Tis religion that can give 


<< -Sweeteſt pleaſures while we live; 4 


Tis religion muſt ſupply, 
Solid comfort when we die; 5 
* After death its joys will be 

40 * Laſting as eternity: 


1 | had ther be a 1 in the hou 0 af m ry God than 
to dwell in the tabernacles , wickedneſs, Before I 


turned 
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turned unto God and became religious, I was a 
poor, diſconſolate, unhappy creature: but ſince I 
have taſted the good word of God and the powers of the 
: world to come; ſince my underſtanding has been en- 
lightened, and my heart touched with the flame 

ol divine TO I feel what happineſs means, 


« Ah! why did I ſo late thee know, 
„Thee, lovelier than the ſons of men? 
« Ah! why did I no ſooner go 
46 'Þ'o thee, the only eaſe in pain? 
Aſham'd I ſigh, and ivly mourn, 
That I fo late to thee did turn.“ 


? Thouſands of men in every age have been found 
do lament and bewail the folly of their paſt lives 

| upon a fick- bed; but no man was ever known to 
repent that he had been religious too early in life; 
or that he he had taken too much care and pains to 
fave his ſoul ; or that he had loved God and Chriſt 
with too great an affection. No, no. ” 
And now, my dear friends and neighbours, you 
fee what an all-important thing religion is, and 
what different views our fellow creatures have had 
_ of it * under the bower of pleaſure and on a bed 
of death.“ If any are {till determined to turn a 
deaf ear to all theſe admonitions of the wiſeſt and 
moſt experienced of men, in their wiſeſt and moſt 
experienced moments: if the young, the gay, the 
jovial, the belles and the beaux of the age, will ſet 


at defiance every grave precept of ſacred and pro- ; 


fane ſtory, I muſt leave them to themſelves to in- 
herit the fruit of their own doings; nay, I would 
exhort all ſuch ſons and daughters of diſſipation 


56 


to 
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enjoy themſelves as much and as long as they 


can. Live as you liſt, my funny friends, and 


take your ſwing of pleaſure while you may. 


„% All cares and fears are void and vain, 
Fly vexing thoughts of dark to-morrow ; 
“ What chance ſcores up, count perſect gain, 


N And baniſh bulinels, baniſh ſorrow. 


« Whilt thou art green, 6 gay, and young, 
« Fer dull age comes, and ſtrength decays, 
4 Let mirth, and humour, dance, and ſong 


0 Be all the trouble of ny days,” 


Or if any ſack prefer to the advice of Horace that 


1 
: be 


Ms 


4 


„ 


their brethren in the Wiſdom of Solomon let it 
fairly copied in their example: Our life is 
ſhort and tedious, and in the death of a man 


A there is no remedy; neither was there any man 


known to have returned from the grave: for we : 


are born at all adventure; and we ſhall be here- _ 
after as though we had never been: for the 


breath in our noſtrils i is as ſmoke, and a little 


Ipark in the moving of our heart; which, being , 
extinguiſhed, our body ſhall be turned into 
aſhes, and our ſpirit ſhall vaniſh as the ſoft air; 
and our name {hall be forgotten in time, and no 
man ſhall have our works in remembrance, and 
our life ſhall paſs away as the trace of a cloud, 
and {hall be diſperſed as a miſt, that is driven 


away with the beams of the ſun, and overcome 


with the heat thereof. For our time is a very 
ſhadow that paſſeth away; and aſter our end 
there is no returning; for it is faſt ſealed ſo 
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chat no man cometh again. Come on, there- 
fore, let us enjoy the good things that are pre- 
ſent. Let us fill ourſelves with coſtly wine and 


ointments; and let no flower of the ſpring paſs 


* 


by us. Let us crown ourſelves with roſe-buds 


before they be withered. Let none of us go 


te 


without his part of voluptuouſnels ; let us leave 


is our portion, and our lot is this. Let us op- : 


ce 


preſs the poor righteous man, let us not ſpare 
the widow, nor reverence the ancient grey hairs 
of the aged. Let our ſtrength be the law of 


Juſtice. Let us lie in wait for the righteous, | 
oy becauſe he is not for our turn; and he is clean 
contrary to our doings: he upbraideth us with 


our offending the law, and objecteth to our in- 


famy the tranſgreſſions of our education. oe 
profeſſeth to have the knowledge of God; and 


he calleth himſelf the child Of the Land, He 
was made to reprove our thoughts. He is 


grievous unto us even to behold; for his life is 
not like other men's; his ways are of another 


faſhion. We are eſteemed of him as counter- 
feits: he abſtaineth from our ways as from fil- 
thineſs; he pronounceth the end of the juſt to 
be bleſſed, and maketh his boaſt that God is his 
Father. Let us ſee if his words be true, and let 


us prove what ſhall happen in the end of him: 
for if the juſt man be the ſon of God, he will 


help him, and deliver him from the hand of his 


enemies. Let us examine him with deſpiteful- 
neſs and torture, that we may know his meek- 
| * 'nefs. 


5 
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e neſs and prove his patience. Let us condemn 
him with a ſhameful death: for by his own ſay- 
ing he {hall be reſpected. Such things they did 
imagine, and were deceived: for their own 
« wickedneſs had blinded them. As for the my- 
* ſteries of God, they knew them not: neither 
852 hoped they for the wages of x 4670 nor 
diſcerned a reward for blameleſs ſouls.“ 
Wiſdom 2. 1—22. 
ves. my unthinking fellow mortals, follow the 
ſteps of the ungodly in all generations. Submit. 
not to be reſtrained by the law of God; nei- 
ther to be warned and admoniſhed by the 
: pious and religious few. As to thoſe that are 


ce 


| 228 


engaged in Trade there is no need that they 


ſhould attend to the great concerns of religion, 
Get all the money you are able, my buſy friends. 


Buy your goods as low and fell them as high as 
you can, And whenever you have an oppor- 


tunity don't ſtick at aſking and receiving more 


than a fair and lawful profit. Your weights 8 
: meaſures you need not be very exact about; 
little advantage this way may be convenient to g 
yourſelves, and can be no great injury to others, 
And then, if it ſuits the nature of your buſineſs, 
; many a little job may be done on the ſunday 
morning; or you may ſpend a part of the fab- 
bath in your ſhops, behind the counter, or, at 
leaſt, in caſting up your books and ſettling your 
correſpondence. Or if you don't chuſe to do 
| theſe matters yourſelves: if you had rather go 
to church and ſacrament, as good | _ Chriſtians 
. Gs —— thould 
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fhould 401 you may let your children or ſer- 
vants ſlay at home and mind the buſineſs. This 
will do as well, rather better; becauſe you will 
thereby keep up a good name. Regard not lit- 
tle ſcruples of confcience, They will only 


trouble you for a time. You will ſoon get the 
| better of them; and then you may do buſineſs 
on ſundays, as well as on worky-days, with all 
the eaſe and pleaſure imaginable. Who would 
looſe a few thillings on a ſunday morning for a 
= ſcruple of conſcience? | 
In the ſame manner let the Farmer never tick 
at ſmall matters. You have a great deal to do in 
the world, and ſome difficulty to make up your 
rents and other payments in due time. There is 


110 necellity for you that are employ ed in country 


affairs to come much to church and ſacrament. . 
What have you to do with religion! You may riſe 


early in the morning and late take reſt. You may 


_ toil all the week as hard as you can and eat the 
bread of carefulneſs. And though you do not re- 
gularl y labour on ſundays, unleſs in caſes of neceſ- 


fity; yet be ſure you contrive ſome little job or 


other for that tedious day. You can do a great 
many things on a funday morning before church- | 
time, if you think proper to attend there. And 
then when you go to the houſe of God it will 
afford you a fine opportunity of hearing all the 
news of the country; how cattle ſell, how fairs 


rule, how the markets go, and the like. All this 


information may be obtained as you go to, or 
| return from, the Place of worſhip, or while you 


wait 
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wait for the clergyman in the church yard. The 
ſunday alternoon too is a very comfortable ſeaſon : 


vou can enjoy the company of your friends over a 
diſh of tea or a tankard of good ale. Or, if you 


rather chooſe it, you can contrive ſome Journey for 


the ſunday, or pay ſome viſit which is owing. | 


Beſides, you will very likely have an opportunity 


of going to church when you are out from home; 
and this may fatisfy any reaſonable man, if his 
_ conſcience is not over and above ſcrupulous. 
Country people, and perſons in buſineſs, muſt ; 
attend to their worldly affairs. They have no 
ſouls to be ſaved; or, if they have, there is no 
need of their being ſo very exact. It has never 


been good times ſince men made ſo much ado 


about religion. God is a merciful Being, and 
Jefus is an att -ſufficient Saviour. Enjoy yourſelves 
: therefore, and never fear: vou will do as well as 
others in the next world. What if you do get * 
little over the line ſometimes? that is nothing to 
any body: you! hurt none but yourſelves and your 
families. A han intoxication is no great. 
matt er! 
Thoſe that are in more 3 and affluent cir- 
cumſtances have no need to be wanting to them- 


| ſelves. You enjoy the means of being happy i in a 
greater degree than others of our fellow-creatures. 


I may therefore be allowed to exhort you to eat, . 
drink, and be merry. You may ſpend your time 
and your money as inclination leads the way. 


Why ſhould you be reſtrained from doing what is 
agreeable? Religion and the laws of the goſpel 


are 


N 


a - a 0. 
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are well enough for poor people, or indeed for 
people of faſhion when they grow into years; but 
they are intolerable reſtraints upon perſons of 
| refinement and elegance of manners. Never 
mind the goſpel, therefore, my happy brethren. 
Live up to the very extent of your fortunes and the 
cuſtoms of people of taſte. Keep it up, at leaſt, 
2s long as you can: and if you ſhould happen to 
fall ſhort at laſt, it is no uncommon thing: you 
can quit fcores for two or three ſhillings a pound, 
and begin again in as genteel a ſtyle as ever. Be 
ſure to. as often as may be, to contrive a viſit, or 
a journey, for the ſabbath day. No perſon of 
faſhion pays any regard to it now, further than ex- 
ternal decency requires. Neglect not to read ey cry 


new and curious book you can lay your hands on. 


Our age abounds with great variety. There are 
moſt delightful novels and romances; and letters, 
and lives, and memoirs, in abundance! They will 


3 inſpire you with tender ſentiments, elegant fcel- 


ings, and ſublime raptures. You may read and 
ſigh, and figh and read ; and read and ſigh again. 
As to the Bible and religious books, thay are by 
no means fit for you. T hey only make genteel 
| people melancholy and low-ſpirited, The bible 
and books of devotion, indeed, are well enough 
when one is ſick and like to die; but they are not 
to be borne at any other time; unleſs it be a little 
on the ſunday, or againſt you receive the ſacra- 
ment. Does not Solomon himſelf command us x 
not to 5 righteous overmuch, neither to make ourſelves over 


wiſe? 


Rejoice, 
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| Rejoice, therefore, O ye ſons of men, and with- 


hold not your hearts from any pleaſure. Enjoy 


yourſelves while you may. Take no thought for 


| the morrow: 


For while we talk in careleſs eaſe, | 
Our envious minutes wing their flight; 

„ Inſtant the flecting pleaſure ſeize, 
Nor truſt to-morrow's doubtful light.“ 


There is a gloomy generation of men who pre- 


tend to be wiſer than others, and cenſure all your 


happy- making proceedings. But they are a parcel 


of poor deluded people, unworthy of your ſmalleſt 
regard. Don't mind, therefore, their grave and fe- 
rious admonitions. There is no occaſion to be too 
ſtrid, and to take ſo much care of our ways. Once 


indeed it was neceſſary to ſtrive to enter into the ſtrait 


gate; to give diligence to make our calling and election 


ſure; to work out our ſalvation with fear and trem- 


bling: to love God with all the heart, mind, ſoul, and 


firength; to do to all men as we would have them do unto 


us; to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly i in this preſent 


world; and neither to love the world, nor the things that 


are in it, but to have our affedions ſet upon the things 


tat are above where Feſus ſitteth at the right hand of God: 


but now the times are changed, and religion is 


changed with them. You have nothing in theſe 
; peaceful times to do but to eat, drink, and be merry; 
to be good natured, ſay your prayers, and do no- 


body any harm. You are all good Chriſtians; all 


the children of God, and ſons of light. Your 
faith is good; you never, perhaps, doubted in your 


lives: only therefore continue to believe that Jeſus 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt died for your fins, and all will be well; you 


need not much regard in what manner you live, ſo 


that you be free from the groſſer vices of the age. 


Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth to de- 


firuflion, and few there be that find it. Wide is the gate 
and broad ts the way that leadeth unto life, and many 


there be that go in thereat. Rejoice, O young man, in 


thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 


| ” youth, and walk in the ey of thine heart, 5 in i the ſ f gb 


of thine eyes! 


Why, my brethren, what is the matter? Does 


this repreſentation of things divert you? Does the 


doctrine ſeem unſound, and are you alarmed, and 
perſuaded, that I have been all this while directing 


you the high, ſmooth, delightful road to eternal 
ruin and deſtruction? N 


But why ſhould it alarm you, my brethren? For 


though it is not ſound doctrine, it is a doarine, 


agreeable to your manner of life. And why 


_ ſhould my ſpeaking according as you live offend _ 
any of you? The greateſt part of us are every day 


living as 1 have now been repreſenting the matter. 
Look at your lives; examine your conduct; try 


your religious attainments; and one would naturally 
conclude, that this looſe, hcentious doctrine was 
inculcated upon us ery labbath-day. 


I know it is wrong; you know it is wrong; ; yea, 


we all know it is wrong: and though Solomon ex 
| horts young men to rejoice, and to enjoy themſelves, I; 
. yet he does not neglect to warn them of the conſe- 


quence: Know thou, that for all theſe things God will 


bring thee into judgment. For God will bring every work 


into indgment; with every ſecret thing, whether tt be good, 
or whether it be evil. Yes, 
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Les, my dear friends, you may be aſſured, that 
our preſent ſtate is only deſigned as an introduction 
to another. We muſt die, we muſt riſe again, we 
muſt be judged every man according as his works 
ſhall be. We may rejoice, and walk according to the 

courſe of this world, and give a looſe to our paſſions : | 


we may buy, and fell, and get gain: we may neg- 


lect to improve our talents, and continue blind to 
all the infinite glories of the goſpel: we may eat, 
and drink, and Areſs, and live in vanity, and ridi- 
cule ſtrict religion and ſerious godlineſs: but—it 
will not do. For all theſe things God will bring us into 

5 judgment. Indeed he will. Indeed he will. If 

there is any ſuch thing as truth in the world, he af- © 
ſuredly will call us to a ſtrict account. Marvel not 
of this: for the hour 1s coming, in tle h all that are in 
the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto the reſurrefion of life; and 


they that have done evil, unto the reſurrection of damna- 


tion. John 5. 28, 29. —We muſt all appear before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 


things done in his body, according to that he hath done. 


iether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. 5. 10,—Again : The 


Lord Feſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his 


mighty angels, in flaming fire, takinz vengeance on them 
that Inou not God, and that obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 

 deftruftion from the preſence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power, when he ſhall come to be glorified i in 
his ſaints, and to be admired i in all them that believe in that 
day. 2 Theſ. 1. 7—10. .—Theſe are conſiderations 
ol the greateſt poſſible moment. And it is evident 
from hence, that nothing i in nature will ſtand us in 

any 
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any ſtead but true religion. Without this all the 
world cannot prevent us from being inexpreſſibly 
miſerable. You may be jovial and pleaſant now, 
brethren, and bid us go our way till you are better 
diſpoſed, and have a more convenient opportunity. 
and you will take our advice when you are ſick and 


going to die: but ſuch put-offs will not do. Hea- __— 


ven, and hell, and God, and Chriſt, and religion, | 


are ſerious and important things. And if you de- 


ſpiſe and neglect them now, and expect acceptance 
and ſalvation then, you are more wild and extra- 
vagant than the moſt diſordered perſon in Bedlam. 
I beſeech you then, brethren, to think on theſe 
things while yet there is time. When we ſpeak 
according as you live and act, you ſmile, and ſeem 
 ſurprized. And when we Ipeak according to the 
Fgoſpel, you think we are too ſevere, too ſtrict, there 
is no complying with ſuch terms. Whereunto ſhall 


I liken this generation? It is like unto children ſitting in 


the markets, and calling unto their fellows, and ſaying, 
Me have piped unto you, and) ye have not danced ; we have 
' mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. But w 7 


. dom ts juſtified of her children. Mat. 11. 16, 17. 


But if we ſhould be ſo ſeriouly religious, as 
On you ſeem to think neceſſary, we ſhall loſe all the 
© comforts of life, and become dull and melancholy. 

I this were true, one hour's enjoyment of eter- 
nal glory would make amends for all your preſent 
loſs. But it is not true. The ways of godlineſs 
are grievouſſy belied. For there is no happineſs 


like the happineſs of religion, even in the preſent 


world; and no h like that of God. which paſjeth 
s - all 
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Ves, my A friends, you may be affured, that f 


our preſent ſtate is only deſi igned as an introduction 


to another. We muſt die, we muſt riſe again, we 
muſt be judged every man according as his works 
ſhall be. We may rejoice, and walk according to the 
courſe of this world, and give a looſe to our paſſions : ot 
we may buy, and ſell, and get gain: we may neg- 
lect to improve our talents, and continue blind to 
all the infinite glories of the goſpel: we may eat, 
and drink, and refs, and live in vanity, and ridi- 
cule ſtrict religion and ſerious godlineſs: but it 
will not do. For all theſe things God will bring us into 
: Judgment. Indeed he will. Indeed he will. If 
there is any ſuch thing as truth in the world, he af- 
ſuredly will call us to a ſtrict account. Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are 8 
the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; they 
' that have done good, unto the reſurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the ręſurrection of damna- 
tion. John 5. 28, 29.— We muſt all appear before tie 
judgment- heat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, . 
whether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Again: The 
Lord Feſus Chriſi ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his 


mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 


| that Ano not God, and that obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
 deftruflion from the preſence of the Lord and from the | 

glory of lis power, when he ſhall come to be glorified i in 


bis ſaints, and to be admired i in all them that believe in that 
day. 2 The. 1. 5—10, — Theſe are conſiderations 

of the greateſt poſſible moment. And it is evident 
| rom hence, that nothing 1 in nature will ſtand us in 
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any. ſtead but true religion. Without this all the 


world cannot prevent us from being inexpreſſibly 
miſerable. You may be jovial and pleaſant now, 
brethren, and bid us go our way till you are better 


_ diſpoſed, and have a more convenient opportunity, 
and you will take our advice when you are ſick and 
going to die: but ſuch put-offs will not do. Hea- 
ven, and hell, and God, and Chriſt, and religion, 
are ſerious and important things. And if you de- 
ſpiſe and neglect them now, and expect acceptance 
and falvation then, you are more wild and extra- 

vagant than the moſt diſordered perſon in Bedlam. 


I beſeech you then, brethren, to think on theſe 


things while yet there is time. When we ſpeak 
according as you live and act, you ſmile, and ſeem 
| ſurprized. And when we ſpeak according to the 
. golpel, you think we are too ſevere, too ſtrict, there 
is no complying with ſuch terms. Whereunto ſhall 
I liken this generation? It is like unto children ſitting in 
the markets, and calling unto their fellows, and ſaying, 
Me have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; we have 


mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. —But wiſe 


dom is juſtified of her children. Mat. 11. 16; 17. 


But if we ſhould be ſo ſeriouſly religious, as 


Th you ſeem to think neceſſary, we ſhall loſe all the 

_ © comforts of life, and become dull and melancholy." ET 

If this were true, one hour's enjoyment of eter= _ 
nal glory would make amends for all your preſent _ 

loſs. But it is not true. The ways of godlineſs 

are grievoully belied. For there is no happineſs 

like the happineſs of religion, even in the preſent 

world; and no peace like that of God, which paſſeth 
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"at ai flonding. Doctor Watts, who 1 was 2s cook £ 


judge as moſt men, hath expreſſed the happineſs 
of —— N religious in a . pleating TT 


ro; 66 + Come, ye that love the Lori, 
And let your joys be known; 

7 1 + Join in a ſong with ſweet accord, 
While ye ſurround the throne. 
* * The ſorrows of the mind, | | 

. © Be baniſh'd from this place; 
Religion never was deſign d 
To make our pleaſures leſs. 

FThe men of grace have found 

Glory begun below, ot wm 

5 9. Celeſtial fruit on earthly ground, 
rom faith and hope may grow. 1 

« The hill of Zion yields 
A thouſand ſacred ſweets, | 
Before we reach the heav'nly fields, 

or walk the golden ſtreets. 
Then let our ſongs abound, 
And ey tear be dry; | 
We're marching thro* Immanuel's ground | 
20S "I'S fairer works on n high.” 


Let a then man then Watts pelt its - han 
. importance: 11 cannot give you a more elegant 
e deſcription: Happy i is the man that findeth wiſdom, and 

the man that getteth underſtanding; for the merchandiſe of 25 

it is better than the merchandiſe of ſilver,” and the gain 

thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies; 
and all the things thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared 05 
unto her. Length of days is in her right hand; and in 

der left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways "8 

* and all her paths are peace. She is a tree 


of 
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1 life to them that lay hold upon her; and happyi is even 
one that retaineth her. Prov. 3. 13—18. : X 
But-II ſhall be ſingular.— This is partly true 1 0 
I 41 partly otherwiſe. And ſuppoſe you are ſin- 
gular: how will this injure you? You will have 
the approbation of your own mind. You will have 
God, and Chriſt, and angels, and all good men 
for your friends. And is not this ſufficient, but 


you muſt have the approbation of the devil and all 


his ſervants too, the ſons and daughters of vice 
and folly? Miſtake not, fond man: the approba- 


tion of both is incompatible. Von cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon; neither can you have the friend- 


5 ſhip of God, Chriſt, angels, and good men, and at 
the ſame time poſſeſs the approbation of the devil, 


and his ſervants, whoſe portion is in this me 5 


The thing is impoſſible. You may as well attempt 
to reconcile light and darkneſs, fire and water, 


| heaven and hell. But ſuppoſe you ſhould become 


8 truly in earneſt about the ſalvation of your ſoul, 


and, of courſe, ſingular i in your way and manner 
of life; what i inconvenience would you ſuſtain? 


Was not Socrates ſingular among the Athenians? 
Were not Enoch and Noah ſingular among the 
Antediluvians? Was not Abraham ſingular in Ca- 


naan, and Lot in Sodom? Were not Elijah, Eliſna. 


Ilaiah, and all the prophets very ſingular perſons in 
their day? Our bleſſed Lord, his holy apoſtles, 
and all the primitive Chriſtians, were they not 


uniformly the ſame? And where was the misfor- | 


tune of all this? When we read the ſtory of theſe 


a ancient worthies, don't we admire their wiſdom, 5 
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8955 « Among innumerable falſe, unmov d, 


„ Fab Importance 

0 their courage; their choice, and their noble faps= 
riority to the poor creatures who oppoſed Hei, - 
and caſt out their name as evil? But alas! though 


we admire and extol the dead; with our peeviſh 1 
e at leaſt, we perſecute the living ſaint. 


| « by Tn 11 5 
by Sublatam ex i quærimus invidi. 


| 40 Though living virtue we deſpiſe, 


14 41 We follow wy when 9 with envious eyes.” | | 


What man of taſte 586 not approve + he condu | 


2 of Abdiel in Milton? Never character Was more Bs 


enviable 0 or more worthy of 1 TG, 


i ' 


— The Rn Abdiel faithful fund: 
Werte e the ſaithleſs, faithful only he; _ 


VUnſhaken, unſeduced, unterrify'd 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his St; 
' «6 Nor number, nor example with him wrought - 
To ſwerve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
Though ſingle. From amidſt them forth he paſs' d. 
„Long way through hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſaſtain d 
66 Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought ; | 
„And with retorted ſcorn his back he turn'd | 
e * On thoſe proud tow'rs to {wiſt deſtruction doom d.— | 
Xt —— * Gladly then he mix'd 
DT... © With ks own friendly Pow'rs, who him receiv'd 
With; joy and acclamations loud, that one, | 
That of ſo many myriads fall'n, yet one 
* Return'd not loſt, On to the ſacred hill 
„They led him high applauded, and preſent =p: 


75 . „Before the ſeat ſupreme ; from whence a voice, 


„From midſt a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 
« Servant of God, well done, well haſt thou ought | 


4 41 The better fight, who as haſt maintain'd 0 
66 Againl 
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" Again revolted e the Fer 5 
Of tiuth, in word mightier than they in arms 1 
% And ſor the teſtimony of truth haſt borne 

„ Univerſal reproach, far worſe to bear 
Than violence; for this was all thy care 5 

Jo ſtand approv'd in light of . an worlds | 

1 DIET: thee perverſe. e 


From all ets en lente it is evident that 
ghete are times and circumſtances, when, if a man 
will be truly religious, and preſerve an unſhaken 
fidelity to his Creator and his Saviour, he muſt be 
ſingular, he muſt ſtep aſide, he muſt beg to be ex- 
Cuſed in a variety. of caſes. He muſt be ſingular, 
or loſe his ſoul. Let not the fear of this odious 
imputation, therefore, deter any man from exem- 


. plary piety. The giddy multitude, and the ſons 
{ns daughters of pleaſure, falſely ſo called, may 


pretend to ſneer and deride; but yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, they will ſecretly applaud your virtuous 


conduct. There is a certain dignity, a ſecret 75 
charm, in a conſiſtently religious character which 


none can deſpiſe. And ſooner or later the whole 
numan race will be of one opinion concerning it. 
We are not, thank God, without ſeveral inſtances. 
of ſuch characters, even among us. Many are 
already gone into the world of ſpirits to receive 


the great reward, and ſome are Kill left among us, 


as fo many burning and ſhining lights, who both 
know and experience the power of religion upon 


their hearts. They feel its energy, they fear its 


threatenings, they believe its promiſes, they enjoy 
its comforts, N le its e A Why 
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vl Importance. 


ſhould ve not all be ſo happy? Being juſtified 
by faith, why ſhould we not all have peace with 
| God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Are any of 
us denied the children's bread? Are not the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel large and free? Come unto ne 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you 
reſt. Mat. 11. 28.—Oh, every one that thirſteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money: come ye, buy 


and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk wit kout money, 


and without price. Wherefore do ye ſtend money f, 
that which is not bread? and your labour for that which 


 ſatisfieth not? If. 55, 1, 2.—If vou ſeek earth 


around; if you could ſoar through univerſal N 


5 and examine all the objects in it, you will 
find nothing that can make you happy but God. 
And God himſelf (I ſpeak it with reverence) God 
bimſelf cannot make you happy till you are truly 
religious. The objects of time and ſenſe may 

5 amuſe, but OY can t ae us. 


40 . vain we © foak 8 3 n 5 the &e 5 
1 The world has falſe, but flatt'ring charms: 
Its diſtant j joys ſhew big in our eſteem, 
+4 But leſſen ſtill as they draw near the 1 8 oo 
eln our embrace the viſions die, 
100 And when we graſp the airy forms 
"6s he. loſe the ee dream.” 8 


But the great" objeas which religion holds ſorth to 
our acceptance are adequate to the largeſt deſires | 
of our ſouls. They are calculated as well for the | 
prefent as the future world. We may be as happy 
Ty in 1 (RE! of all the ills of life, as is for our 


real 


real DIY ans be our 1 Winer Shall 10550 f 
neither meaſure nor end. And, however ſlightly 
we may think of theſe things now, we ſhall behold 
them with different eyes on a future day. When 
we approach the confines of the eternal world, we 
ſhall then, at leaſt, if not before, feel, moſt empha- 
tically, our want of pardon, holineſs, and peace 
with God. Pardon! pardon! a kingdom for a par- 
don! Nothing in the world, nothing in nature, can 
deliver us from the terrors of a dying bed, but an 
aſſured intereſt in the favour of God, through the 


grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, unleſs our conſciences 5 


5 are ſeared as with an hot 1 Iron. 


5 This, only this Ads the fear of * 
And what is this? Survey the wond' rous cure 
4 And at each ſtep let 3 wonder riſe! 
Pardon for infinite offence! and pardon | 
„ Through means, that ſpeak its value infinite ! Ec; 
MA pardon bought with blood! with blood divine! 

With blood divine of him I made my foe! 

Perſiſted to provoke ! though woo'd, and aw'd, 

© Bleſt, and chaſtis'd, à flagrant rebel fill! 
„A rebel midſt the thunders of his throne ! T6 

Nor J alone; a rebel univerſe! 

My ſpecies up in arms! not one erempt? 

Wet for the fouleſt of the foul he dies. 

Mioſt joy'd for the redeem'd from deepeſt guilt 4 

As if our race were held of higheſt rank! 

708 And e 18 as more kind | to man ! "8 
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